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eaeb, including postage. Memben are entilled to one free 
query each year and may place additional queries for $3 
each. (Non-members pay %5 eacb.) All queries rrmsl be 
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EDITORIAL CONTRIBUTIONS 

Contributions of all types of Tennessee-related genealogical 
materials. including previously unpublished famiy Bibles, 
diaries, journals, letters, old maps, church minutes or 
histories, cemetery information, W y  histories, and other 
documents are welcome. Contributors should send photo- 
copies of original documents or duplicates of photos since 
they cannot be returned. Manuscripts are subject to editing 
for style and space requirements, and the contributol's name 
and address will be noted in the published article. Please 
include footnotes in the article submitted and list any 
additional sources. Check magazine for style to be used. 
Manuscripts or other editorial contniutions should be typed 
or printed and sent to Editor Dorothy Roberson, 71 50 
Belsfield Rd., Memphis, TN 381 19, dobnaro- 

INDEX EKE 

Members can obtain information h m  this file by writing 
TGS. Give the full name of the ancestor you are researching 
at least one date and one location, and enclose a self- 
addressed, stamped #I0 envelope. If the information is 
available, you will receive two photocopy pages of up to 10 
surname cards of your ancestors, including the name and 
address of the person who submitted the information. Any 
other data, if available, will be supplied at 50 cents per page 
(five cards to a page). Please l i t  requests to one a month, 
and to one family name per request. Type or print on 3x5" 
index cards your ancestor's name; b i  deatb, and marriage 
dates and places, and names of parents and spouse(s). In the 
bottom lahand comer, put your name,address, and the date 
submitted. If you have not sent in your own surname data, 
please do so as soon as possible. 

E ANCESTRY C E R T E K A B S  

TGS sponsors this program to recognize and bonor the 
settlers who came to Tennessee before 1880. To place yow 
ancestors in this roll of bonor, request an application from 
Mrs. Jane Paessler, C d c a t e  Program Director, at TGS. 
Complete and return it with supporting documents or other 
proof of your ancestor's residency. (Family charts or com- 
puter printouts are not considered sutFcient proof.) Each 
application must be accompanied by a $10 fee. Attractive 
certificates suitable for ftaming are issued to each pemn 
whose application meets program qualifications. Certificates 
list the prime ancestor's name, when and where he or she 
settled in Tennessee, and the applicant's name and address. 

BOOKS- 
donated to the TGS Library should be mailed to Librarian 
Loretta Bailey at TGS headquarters. If a book review is de- 
sired, please indicate and include the cost of the book and 
where readers can place ordes. Memorials are welcomed. 

ARTICLES 6om the Tennessee Genealogical hhgm.lle can 
be reproduced provided credit is given. Please cite volume 
and issue number, and include our name and address.. 
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Tennessee Marriages 
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Would-Be Rivals to City of Memphis End Up Suburbs 
Shelby County Deeds of the 1840's by Jean Alexander West 
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Tennesseans Turned Texans: John C. Tarbutton 
Tennesseeans in Early Steamboat Disasters by Thunnar~ "B~tddy" Jackson 
How Jackson Acquired Nickname of 'Old Hickory' 
Book Reviews 
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Surname Searching 
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MANY GENEALOGICAL SOCIETIES these days are 
having a d i i w l t  time just hanging on ... and some are even to 
the point of letting go. On 30 June, the Holston Territory 
Genealogical Society ofBristol, Va.-Tenn. -after 21 years of 
operations including publishing me Holston Pasfinder - 
called it quits and distributed all its books, files, and assets to 
area libraries. 

What happened? The Society's officers say it was not 
because of financial problems; they had adequate funds to 
continue. The Feason they gave was: "Our local members that 
have kept the Society going all these years are aging with 
health problems." So apparently it's a lack of younger 
volunteers wiUig to 'join the club' (literally and figuratively) 
and evenhlally take over the reins. 

With the severe wtbacks in so many state budgets these 
days and their drastic impact on staterun libraries and 
archives, you have to wonder what will become of sen- 
ealogical resources and records if genealogical societies cease 
to exist. For all of us who believe in the importance of our 
ancestors' lives and times ... of their sacrifices in our behalf. .. 
and of the instructive examples (both good and bad) they set 
for us ... it's something to ponder. 

tt* 

A PROJECT has begun to retrieve a substantial quantity 
of official Virginia dowments that have been housed in 
California for the past 8 1 yean. 

The documents, along with books and other materials 
ranging from the Colonial period through the 19th Century, 
are referred to as the Brock CoUection They were assembled 
by the late Robert Alonzo Brock, who died in 1914. For 
eight years after his death, the collection was offered for sale 
but there were no takers until 1922 when Henry Edwards 
Huntington, a railroad magnate, purchased and moved it to 
the Huntington Library in San Marino, Calif. 

Microfilming of the collection is now under way and 
when completed will renrlt in 500 reels encompassing more 
than 500,000 manuscript pages. The microtilm is expected to 
be on the Library of Virginia shelves by 2007, the year 
Virginia celebrates the Moth anniversary of its founding. 

.** 
TEE LEAD STORY in this issue on the Obent  family who 
migrated to Memphis 6om Switzerland in the 1840s grew out 
of same information submitted by Robert M. "Bobn Echols, 
whose great-great-grandfather, William moved to 
Shelby County 6om Virginia in 1834 and settled in to raise 
cotton in an area that's now part of East Memphis. The 
Echols cemetery on Cames Avenue just off Echols Street 
near the University of Memphis campus was on his plantation. 

SpeUiing of the surname was changed by Bob's 
great-grandfather Thomas in 1842 (as documented in his 
marriage certificate). Thomas moved to Carrollton, Miss., 
and then to Drew Co., Ark., where the family lived for three 
generations. Bob, born in Monticello, Ark., in 1919, grad- 
uated 6om high school in Wilson, Ark., spent five years as a 
Navy pilot, then attended the University of Arkans* and got 
his Master's and P h  D. 6om Yale. After a career in govern- 
ment research, he is now retired. 
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Bob's wife, Betty Suznnne Obenf  is a direct descend- 
ant of Jaques Obenf  being the granddaughter of Thomas 
Christian Oben t  and the daughter of Walter MuUens 
Obent .  She was born on Swan Lake Plantation near Clarks- 
dale, Miss., and moved with her family near TurreU in north- 
east Arkansas. Betty graduated from high school at Gulf Park 
College in Gulfport, Miss., and later received a degree in 
history and political science at the University of Californiq 
Berkeley, making Phi Beta Kappa in the process. 

T h y  have two sans, Robert, Jr., a civil engineer, and 
John Clay Echols, a teacher in California. Bob and Betty 
now live in Rio Concho Retirement Community in San 
Angelo. Tex., and like most of us in genealogy "sigh over 
wasted opportunities." 

Bob writes: 'During our school days and for some years 
after, Memphis was the center of our universe for shopping, 
s h o w  and entertainment, and for what the young people 
nowdays call 'hanging out.' How I wish I had spent some of 
that ~ v o l o u s  time looking up family records and talking with 
people who are no longer living." 

*t i  

IF YOUR ANCESTORS came 6om places in Virginia 
you'd rather not mention because you don't h o w  how to 
pronounce them. hear this 6om Robert Young Clay who 
recently conducted aTGS seminar: 
= Botetourt is pronounced Body-e-TOT 
= Faquier=Faw-KEER . Gloucester = GLOS-ter . Taliaferro = TOL-i-ver . Wythe = WITH . ~ordan = J E R - ~ ~  
1 Derby = DAR-by 
1 Staunton = STAN-ton 

Heruico = Awn-REE-co 
.... and so on. 

When in doubt about how to pronounce a place, don't 
hy out loud ... just listen; that's my advice! As a young 
newspaper editor in Alabama, I was somewhat puzzled over 
how to pronounce the name of a community that was spelled 
C-h-a-I-y-b-ea-t-e. After blurting out what logically seemed 
to be the correct pronounciation, I learned to my chagrin that 
the "h" was smarter than I was. It was silent. 

Chalybeate = kuh-LEE-bit (at least it does in Alabama). 
ttt 

MISSOURI is living up to its title of the "show-me*' state - 
the "me" in this instance being you and me. Its State Archives 
bas a database of more than 185,000 records ofMissouri 
biihs and deaths dating back before 1909. 

For more infonnatioq go to: 
& : / l w w w . ~ ~  s l a r c h i v e s ~ r e s o u ~  

There's also an online index of St. Louis Probate Coun 
records from 1804 to 1900, plus pre-statehood probate docu- 
ments online at the same address (minus the word 'resources' 
at the end ). 

State officials expect that Missouri records 6om the 
1800s will he online by Dec 2003.. 
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OBERST (mlinued) 

On 3 May 1858, W i a m  manied 'the girl next door' - Catherine E. Cook At the time of the 1850 census, 
Catherine, then 15, was living in the house next to the Obents with her mother, Catherine, 45, and her brother 
Thomas, aged 10.9 The ceremony, performed by the Rev. T. L. Grace, minister of St. Peter's Church, was 
witnessed by Gideon Oberst and Bridget Kelly, and William's bonds~nan was his brother, A. G.@robably 
Gideon).Io 

Another milestone for the family was observed about a month later - on the 24th of June -- when A. G." was 
issued his naturalkition decree and became a full-fledged U. S. citizen. Three years later, he manied Parmella C. 
Laird in Memphis on 8 January 1861.12 

When the Civil War began a few month later, the two d e d  Oberst brothers -- 24-year old S. W. and 
21-year old Christian - volunteered for Confederate service, both enlisting at Memphis on 27 May 1861 for one 
year." They were assigned initially as privates in Co. K of the First Heavy Artillery (CoL Andrew Jackson, Jr.'s 
Regiment).14 A year later, their brothers, W i a m  and A. G., went to Vicksburg and enlisted 23 September 1862 for 
three years in the same regiment under Lt. CoL Robert Sterling. 

In the second battle of Vicksburg, their regiment was among the upper batteries 6om Fort Hill to the upper 
bayou and was said to have borne the brunt of the labors and dangers of the siege. S. W., Christiaq and W i m  
were all three captured on 4 July 1863, and were among some 3 1,600 Confederates paroled and exchanged by Maj. 
Gen. Ulysses S. Grant. It is not known what became of k G.15 

The 1st Tennessee Heavy Artillery regiment moved to Fort Morgan, Ala, near Mobile on 3 April 1864. The 
three Oberst brothers, who had rejoined their regiment by this time, took part in the Battle of Mobile Bay, and were 
captured 23 August. They were taken to New Orleans for transfer to Fort Columbus at New York harbor, arriving 
here 28 September 1864. Shortly afterwards, they were sent to Camp Elmira, N.Y., which, with a mortality rate of 
almost 25 percent, was considered one of the worst of the Union prison camps. Confederate prisoners referred to it 
as "Camp HeUmira," S. W. and William were paroled 25 February 1865 at Elmira, and Christian was paroled 
there 10 March 1865. Christian had been hospitalized twice in November 1864 while a prisoner, once with the 
mumps and shortly after with variola, a mild form of a mall pox.'^ He had been discharged 6om the hospital in late 
December but was apparently still not well as his record shows he was on the register of the Receiving & Wayside 
Hospital in Richmond, Va, on 17 March 1865 while en route home. Christian later was elected as a member of 
"The Old Guards in Gray," an organization formed to recognize outstanding Confederate soldiers 6om Memphis 
md vicinity. 17 

The next decade would be a time of gladness and grief for the Oberst family. 
On 28 October 1869, Julia A. - the only one of Jaque and Anna's children born in Memphis -- manied 

Robert Garside in a ceremony conducted by his brother-in-law, the Rev. James 3. Vaulq Episcopal rninister.18 
S. W. Oberst again was bondsman. Garside, who lived at Fourth and Greenlaw near the Obentq had been born in 
Endand and was the son of Samuel and Mary Garside. He worked as a machinist with Randle & Heath 
~0undry . l~  

Acwrdng lo Ih cenurs, Catherine was bom in New York, her mother in Ireland, and Thomas in Ohio. 
lo Davis. blty 8.: Shelby Counfy Marriage Rscords &Licenses. 18501865, pubMed Memphis. 1983. 

Hi6 name is given as Ambrose G. on his~bnalbation rewrd and on his marriage license. The 'G' may have stood for Giieon. He f reqwdy 
went by the hvo in'kk. 'AG.' 

l2 Davis. op. cit 
l3 Their service records also show them as enlsling 6Aug 1861 in Capt William Mi lk fs  Compamj(PiUds Fwng Armlery). 

[National Archives M i a o w ~ v  No. 268. Roll 88.Ist Heaw kbUerv Naclmn's Real. N-Zl 
I4 Christian was promoted td iourth sergeant the fo#owhgyear, and became a hii&rgeinlwhile se-g with Co. L Alter the" regiment 

was capwed and paroled atvlcksbwg 4 Jul 1863. me hvo were aai@ to different mmpanies over the come  of mmoGda6m. Reards 
show them serving n Co. K, 2nd Co. C. 2nd Co. 8, and Co. L. S. W. also served in 3rd Co. 8: William in 2nd Co. C. 3rd Co. B. and Co. L. and 
k G. only in 2nd CO. C. [Smce: Rosfwof Confederato Soldiers, 1861-1865. Vol. XI1 &ed by Janet 8. Hewett, ~ d m i n ~ t o n ,  N.c.. 1996.1 

l5 A. G:s military records are incomplete, the last record showing him present for he JareF& 1863 muster roo at Wcksbwg. No further 
Information has been fowd conoenhg him or his wife. 

l6 Smallpox was said to have been brougM into the camp by a group of piisonen from Mobile Bay. [Souroe: 'Elmbd:A Prison Horror for Con- 
federates." by Mar(ha Boltz. The Washington 7imes. 4 Mar 2000.1 

l7 Christian was nominated and elected for the honor 12 May 1870. [Source: Old Guardin Gray by J. Haney MaIhes, Memphis, 1897. p. 174, 
~ ~ Available m The M e m ~ i s  Roam. Mem~tislShelbv Countv Cenh l  Libraw.1 
'8 Sholby county  ama ago ~ m r d s .  ~ o d k  D, Dec iasa~eb 1871, p. 245 j ~ i o f i l m .  MempWSheIby colnty C e m l  Library.) Vauh was 

manied lo Roberts ssler, MaqareL In 1872 the Vaulxs left Memphk for FayeHeviBe. Ark.. where he was rector of St. Paul's Episcopal 
Church ham 1872 una 1888. Rev. Vauh died 12 Dec 1913, and Margaret in 1928. They are buied in Riverside Cemetery. Jackson, eon. 
On 14 Aug 1870. Julia and Robert had a son. Gideon Samuel. He dRd 13 July 1871 at age 10 ma& and 29 day; old. A no& in the 
Memph~s Appeal ( I4  July 1871) W e d  friends to the funeral hom the residence in Chelsea, a l  the corner o l  Fm and MIIS meet. Funeral 
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Which Oberst Died at Camp Morton? 
In the early part of the Civil War, all four of the Swiss- 

born Ohen t  brothers of Memphis - Christian, S. W., 
William, and A. G. - volunteered for the Confederacy's 1" 
Tennessee Heavy Artillery. At the war's end, three of the 
brothers returned home. No evidence has been found that A. 
G. Ohen t  came back to Memphis after the war. 

V i a l l y  every publication and every web site that list 
the 1,616 Confederates who died in prison at Camp Morton, 
Indianapolis, Ind., include the name of "C. OhersC' or 
"Christian Oherst" of Co. B, 1" Tenn. Regiment. But if you 
believe (1) Confederate military records, (2) Shelby County 
marriage records, (3) newspaper death notices, (4) Memphis 
funeral home records, (5) Elmwood Cemetery records, (6) 
tombstone inscriptions, (7) Memphis city directories, and (8) 
U. S. census records for Tennessee in 1870 and for California 
in 1880 .... then you would have to agree that the lists 
contain the Oherst brother. 

Christian Oherst's military records - cited in the pre- 
ceding family story -- show he was never at Camp Morton, 
but instead was captured and paroled at Vicksburg, then 
returned to his regimenf and was assigned as a full sergeant 
to Co. L. He and his brothers, S. W. and William, were sent 
to Fort Morgan, Ala., where they took part in the battle of 
Mobile Bay. The three were captured 23 Aug 1864 and sent 
to New York where they were incarcerated at Camp El- 
mira until the war's end. 

AAer surviving the horrors of war and one of the 
Union's worst prison camps, Christian resumed his bade as 
a cooper in Memphis only to meet with an ironic twist of fate 
eight years aAer his return. The 1870 census shows him, 
living with his wife, Sarah, and his mother, Anna Barbara, 
in Memphis. In the spring of '73, newspaper accounts and 
funeral home records reveal his two little daughters died of 
cholera ... and in the fall of that same year, Christian, his 
brother S. W., and his mother Anna all died of yellow fever.' 
In the 1880 census, Christian's widow, Sarah Ohers l  is 
found living in California with a 7-year old son, Christian, 
who was born in Memphis and whose father was born in 
Switzerland. 

A. G. - Ambrose Gideon Oherst - the only brother 
not accounted for after the war - was hquently called 
'Gideon" and sometimes "G. Oberst." You have to wonder: 
Was the initial "G" in Camp Morton records misread as 
"C'? War Gideon one of the Confederates captured 3 Jul 
1863 at Vicksburg and paroled but sent off to Camp 
Morton? And could it be that the Ohen t  who died there 24 
Feb 1864 was not G o b e r s t  but G o b e r s t ?  

It may never be known for sure. But one thing IS certain 
- Christian Oben t  of Memphis did not die at Camp 
Morton, Indiana. It's a matter of records - and numerous 
ones at that. -D.M.Rm 

Christian's brother Willlam, died in anolher yellow fever epidemic 
in 1878. 
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During the February 1834 term of the Madison County Court of Pleas and Quarter Sessions, a majority of the 
county's chief justices gave Sheriff Mathias Deberry' permission to sell various tracts of land and town lots to 
collect unpaid 1833 taxes and costs. The land was to be sold on the first Monday in November. 

Justices approving the sale were identified2 as: John M. Johnson, John Tidwell, William C. Dew, William 
E. Butler, James S. Lyon, Wyatt Mooring, James H. Rogers, John B. Cross, Burwell Butler, Martin Wiggs, 
Jacob Perkins, James Freeman, James M. Love, Herbert Newsom, Thomas Haley, and Robert Fenner. 

OWNERS ACRES 
Solomon West 150 
Douglas & Cmtcher 1 town lot 
Edney Ewing 29 
Paul W. Kelly 100 
Jonathan Betts 60 
William McFarland 92 
Alex. Lewk & Jas. Vaulx 48 

'6 45% 
'6 674% 

633.4 
'6 654% 

OWNERS 
John philips3 
Bilk & Alexander 
Enoch Murphy 
James Alcorn 
James  ranch' 
Geo. D. Cummings 
John C. M'Lemore 
same6 
Same 
S. Dickins' heirs 
N. Brown 

OWNERS 
David  ones' 
Widow Epps 
Giles B. Bullock 
Thos. R Guardner 
Sarah Padget 
Wm. Bowman 
Robert Huston 
Richard Mitchell 
Jacob C. Wycott 
John Womble 
Charles Boyles 

Property owners subject to double taxes because their 1833 taxes were still unpaid in 1834: 

OWNERS ACRES OWNERS ACRES OWNERS ACRES 
Sam'l Spraggins 40 John Owens 100 Nicholas Long 640 
Jacob Douge 726 Thomas Johnson 274 Joshua Knowlton 640 
Wm. Woods' heirs 24 Francis Eddleman 274 Samuel clenney7 521. 

Three East Tennesseeans were vying to represent their district in the state senate in 1827, according to a story 
in The Hiwasseem of Athens, Tenn. The district they sought to represent was composed of Blount, Monroe, and 
McMinn counties. Candidates were J. R Henderson and John Lowry, both of Monroe County, and Samuel 
MiConnell of McMinn County. 

Running for the ofice of representative from McMinn County were: Elihu S. Barclay, Elijah Hurst, Jacob 
Moore, Banner Shields, Richard Tankerley, and Isaac M'Pherson. 

For McMinn County court clerk: Samuel Colville, William Lowry, John K. Farmer, James F. Bradford, 
Archibald R Turk, James Thomas, James G. Williams, Robert M. Swan, and Aaron Haynes. 

For McMinn County trustee: Horace Hickox, George Bowman, and Matthias M. Wagner. 
For 2* major, 66Lh Regiment, Tennessee Militia: Benjamin D. Armstrong, George W. Thompson, Garrett 

F. Langford, and William Firestine.. 

- 

' The sheriff at that time also was the county lax mlledor. 
The TruLh Tellerg Sentinel, Jackson, ~enn:,  27 June 1834 
Part of Joseph Phllips' 250Dam Ira* 
Palt of Hugh's 1000-auetrad 
Heir of Danlel Wheaton, land involved was part of 640-am lrad 
In name of S. Mclemore 
Samuel Clennefs land was in Madison County Disltid 10. All other land in the double taxalion mlumn was located in Distrid 9. 
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TURNER 
The funeral of Mr. Felix Turner, 

who died early Wednesday morning at 
St. Joseph's Hospital in Memphis aRer 
an illness of two weeks, took place 
Thursday [I Mar 18941 bom Stanley & 
Company's undertaking establishment. 
The obsequies were attended by a large 
number of the deceased's fiiends. In- 
terment was in Elmwood, with services 
by Rev. Dr. Taylor of the F i t  Baptist 
Church. Mr. Turner was a printer in 
his early days and was always a Wend 
of the dismessed and needy. 

-Memphis Appeal-Avalnnehe, 2 Mar 1894 

CONNOR 
George Cooper Connor died at 

his home in Chattanooga Friday, 9 Mar 
1894. He was one of the most prom- 
inent members of the Masonic 6a- 
ternity in Tennessee and was well- 
known among Masons throughout the 

. , 
entire world. Born in Ireland 9 Oct 
1834, he was the author of some 
important Masonic manuscripts and of 
the Shiboleth, a ritual for Knights 
Templar. 

-Memphis Appeal-Awlanche. 10 Mar 1894 

HOLDEN 
Mr. John Holden, old and highly 

respected citizen of Collierville [Shel- 
by Co., Tenn.], died at his residence at 
noon Thursday, 15 Mar 1894. He had 
been ill for some weeks, and his life 
had been despaired of for days. His 

i death was attended by his wife and 
( family and numerous biends. Mr. 

Holden came kom Fayette County ten 

i 
or more years ago, settling in 
Co l l i e~ l l e  where he has since resided 
He entered the Confederate army at an 
early age and served gallantly through- 
out the war, being often complimented 
by his superior officers for gallantry 

i displayed in action. His remains were 
i interred Friday in Magnolia Cemetery 

at Collierville. 
1 -Memphir Appeol-Avalamk. 18 Mar 1894 

i IRVINE 
I Died in this county [Gibson] on 27 
I Dec 1860, Mrs. L. W. Irviue. 

-Southern Slotesmon, Trenton, I 2  Jon 1861 

O'BITUARI~;~-_' I ,  ROWAN 
.ri-.. . . Charles K. Rowan, aged 40, died 

of pneumonia at his home here Monday 
%. . - . . . - , - 
: . . . TENNESSEE 7 - - morning [I l Feb 18951 aRer one 

week's illness. He returned home born 

ROBERTS 
Mr. John Roberts, Sr., proprie- 

tor of the Narhville Republican Ban- 
ner, died last Monday evening, 21 Aug 
1871, at 4 o'clock at his residence near 
Edgefield Junction. Born 30 June 
1809, in London, England, he came to 
the United States in 1834 and made 
NashviUe his home. He soon became 
connected with The Banner and, being 
an accomplished practical printer, it 
has steadily grown under his hands to 
be one of the best newspapers in the 
south. -Trenton News. 3OAug 1871 

GOODLOE 
Died of flux Sunday evening [27 

Aug 18711 at 7 o'clock, Mr. William 
H. Goodloe, one of the proprietors of 
the Hicks House, in his 50' year. Our 
town has been peculiarly unfortunate of 
late. We have scarcely gotten over the 
shock caused by the death of our 
Mayor and now mourn the loss of 
another of our most worthy and re- 
spected citizens. Mr. Goodloe leaves a 
smicken wife and a large circle of rel- 
atives and fiiends to lament his death. 

-Trenton News. 30Aug 1871 

BLAIR 
Mrs. Eva Blair, wife of Will k 

Blair of Asheville, N.C., and daughter 
of the late Col. E M. Fulkerson of 
this place, died of chronic pneumonia 
at her home 3 Jan (18951. She was in 
the 31' year of her age. She and Mr. 
Blair were married in Rogersville on 
27 June 1894 and went immediately to 
their home at Asheville where she was 
soon taken seriously ill with pneu- 
monia. Her remains were brought to 
Rogersville and interred last Sahurday. 
While here, Mr. Blair received a tele- 
gram born Knoxville announcing the 
death of his 89-year old grandmother, 
Mrs. Gammon, mother of Col. 
George A. Gammon. 

-Rogerrville Herald. 9 Jon 1895 

federal wurt at Knoxville Monday eve- 
ning, 28 Jan, and was taken seriousIy 
ill that same night with a congestive 
chill which soon developed into 
pleuro-pneumonia involving the right 
lung. On Saturday evening, it was ap- 
parent to his physicians that he could 
not recover. He leaves a wife and three 
children. He was the son of Mrs. 
Lucinda Rowan of the south side of 
the Holston River, and the brother of 
John M. and James W. Rowan. His 
remains were interred in the Methodist 
Episcopal Church South Cemetery on 
Tuesday with services by the Rev. W. 
M. Cline. - Rogerrville Herold, 13 Feb 1895 

WINSTEAD 
Jacob H. Wiustead died at his 

home near New Salem Church on 8 Jan 
[I8951 in the 73" year of his age. He 
had been a member of the Baptist 
Church for some 40 years. He leaves 
four sons and three daughters. 

-Rogersville Herold, I 6  Jon 1895 

THOMPSON 
Another good man has gone to his 

reward. Gilbert R. Thompson died 21 
May 1888, aged 76 years 4 months 9 
days. Born in North Carolina 21 Jan 
1812, he joined the Methodist Epis- 
wpal Church in 1824 and became a 
Master Mason in 1835. Mr. Thomp- 
son married Miss Catk ine  Wimberly 
in 1839. He was a devoted Christian, 
kind husband, affectionate father. and 
good neighbor. His wife died a short 
time ago. They left six children and 
several grandchildren. 

-Paris Po$(-lntelligencer, 8 June 1888 

HANKS 
Rev. Elijah Hanks, a great B a p  

tist revivalist, died in Maury County on 
12 Sep 1871. He had been preaching 
since 1827 and hundreds have been 
brought into the church through his 
influence. 

J o c h  Wh!g& Tribwu. 23 Sep 1871 
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JACKSON 
Justice Howell Edmunds Jack- 

son of the U. S. Suoreme Court died 

. . ,,.".* ., . .,., hz%.:&r:$ NICHOLSON 

home at West Meade, Tenn., near 
Nashville for several days. Since his re- 
turn from Washington, his health had 
been slowly declining. 

Born 8 Apr 1832 in Paris, Tenn.. 
he removed with his parents to Jackson 
in 1840. He graduated in 1848 at West 
Tennessee College, then spent two 
years at the University of Virginia. In 
1856 he received a diploma at Lebanon 
law school and began his practice at 
Jackson. In 1859 he removed to Mem- 
phis and was twice appointed state 
Supreme Court judge. 

On returning to Jackson in 1878, 
he was elected representative to the 
state legislature in 1880. He was 
elected to the U. S. Senate for a term 
beginning 4 Mar 1881 but resigned in 
1886. In March of this year, President 
Cleveland appointed h i  U. S. district 
judge for the Western District of 
Tennessee and afterwards associate 
justice of the U. S. Supreme Court. 

-Rogermllle Herold, I 3  Feb 1895 

COFFIN 
James A. CoRin, Esq., who was a 

member of the late Constitutional Con- 
vention of this state h m   MONO^ 
County, died at his residence in 
Madiisonville on 27 Sep [1871], aged 
65 years. 

Jackson Whig & Tribune. I4 0~11871 

WORSHAM 
Col. J. J. Worsham, one of the 

pioneers of Memphis and founder of 
Wonham House, died at DuVall's 
Bluff, Ark., a few days ago. 

Jackson m i g  & Tribune, 5 Aug 1871 

DONELSON 
Mrs. Elizabeth A. Donelson, 

widow of the late Major Andrew J. 
Donelson of this state, died at her farm 
in Bolivar Co., Miss., 30 Aug [I 8711. 

Jacks011 Whig& Mbune. 9Sep 1871 

Chief Justice Nicholson,' died at her 
residence in Williamson County last 

RICE 
The numerous iiiends of Col. 

Horace Rice will be pained to learn of 
this estimable gentleman's death yes- 
terday morning [I0 Sep 18711 after a 
short but severe illness at his home in 
Lexington, Henderson County. He 
served with distinction in the late war 
as a colonel of the 29' Regiment of the 
Cheatham Division and was severely 
wounded at the battle of Franklin. After 
the war, he entered law school at 
Lebanon and, having f ~ s h e d  the pre- 
scribed course, settled in West Ten- 
nessee and engaged in the practice of 
his profession. At the time of his death, 
he was senator-elect to the state 
legislature. 

-Nashville Bolyier. I6  Sep 1871 

GREER 
Died at the house of his brother in 

Collin Co., Tex., 8 Oct [1871], John 
C. Greer, Esq., formerly a citizen of 
Madison County, aged about 42 years. 
Readers to nearly all of whom Mr. 
Greer was well known will regret to 
hear of his death. At one time, he 
represented Madison County in the 
state legislature with faithfulness and 
ability which secured for h i  the 
confidence and respect of his fellow 
citizens. Two years ago with the view 
of bettering his fortune and settling his 
children in comfortable homes, he left 
our midst with high hopes of a happy 
and prosperous future. He was a pious 
and exemplary member of the Pres- 
byterian Church and was Ruling Elder 
of Pleasant Hill Church in this county 
when he removed eom here. 

J a h o n  Whig& Tribune, 4 Nov 1871 

HAWKINS 
Died in Nashville on Friday night 

last [I5 Dec 18651, Robert Hawkins, 
age 62, an old resident of this city. His 
funeral will be from his late residence 
on S. Market Smet  this morning. 

-Narhville Gmeffe, 17Dec 1865 

week as the result of a fall from a~horse 
a few days before. She was over 80 
years of age. 

Jackon Whig& Mbwre, 9Sep 1871 

HALL 
COVMGTON, Oct. 13, 1902 -Dr. 

William M. Hall, one of the eldest and 
best known citizens of Covington, died 
at 2 2 0  this afternoon at his residence 
on Main Sweet in his 78' year. He had 
been in declining health for some 
months. 

Dr. Hall was born in Iredell Co., 
N.C., but when a youth removed with 
his father, Dickie Hall, to Hardeman 
County near Whiteville in the 1830s 
and shortly after to Tipton County near 
Mount Carmel. He had a liberal edu- 
cation and graduated in medicine, 
practicing in Covington and vicinity for 
some years prior to the war. Dr. Hall 
had several successful business enter- 
prises and was poshnaster of Coving- 
ton for four years under Cleveland's 
first admiiniskation. In 1850 he was one 
of the organizers of the Covington 
Presbyterian Church and was a ruling 
elder for many years. He was united in 
marriage to Miss Holmes, daughter of 
the late Dr. Holmes who was one of 
the pioneer settlers and educators of 
West Tennessee. 

Surviving are his wife and t hee  
children, Mrs. J. C. Baals and Albert 
Hall, both of Covington, and Everett 
Hall who is connected with Lemmon- 
Gale Company of Memphis. 

-Memphlr Commercial Appeal, I 4  Ocr 1902 

' Mrs. Nicholson was the former Polly 
Caperton. She and Cordy were married in 
Williamson County on 22 Dec 1813. 
[Source: WhlUey, Edlth R.: Mamages in 
Wlliamson Co., Tenn.. 1804-1850.1 

Chief JusUce Nicholson's full name wds 

Alfred Osbome Pope Nicholson, more fre- 
quently referred to as A 0. P. Nlcholson. 

Page 10 - THE TENNESSEE GENEALOGICAL MAGAZlNE/ANSEARCHlN'NEWS - Fall 2003 



CRUMLEY 
Rev. R J. Crumley died at the 

residence of R C Beasley in 
Elizabethton last Sawday afternoon at 
2 o'clock He came here from Alum 
Wells, Va,  on 2om Apr to visit rel- 
atives, took sick the next day wlth 
pneumonia fever, and peacefully 
breathed his last on the 28'. He was 
72 years old. Rev. Crumley was well- 
h o w  in this vicinity, having lived 
here many years before going to 
Virginia. Burial at Buckles' gmveyard 
on Stoney Creek was conducted by 
DashieU Lodge of this place. He had 
been a member of the order since 1866. 
[Abstracted]. 

-7he Mounlaineer, E lWl lUoR3  May 1894 

HYDER 
Mrs. Martha Hyder, widow of 

the late J. L. Hyder, died at Gap Creek 
last Friday [5 Jul 18951. She was 56. 

-% Mounloineer, Elkobelhlo~ 1 1 Ju11895 

SMITH 
Dan Hugh Smith, one of the 

oldest c i tkos  of Madison County, 
died at his home at Malesus five miles 
south of Jackson Wednesday, 16 June 
1901, after an illness of only a few 
days. He was born 2 Mar 1824 at 
Averysborough, N.C., and came to 
Tennessee in early childhood with his 
parents. They settled in McNairy 
County where he grew to manhood. 
When the gold fever broke out in 
California in 1849, in company with 
hi brother, John G. Smith, who now 
resides in Texas but was with him at 
his death, he engaged in mining until 
1851. Dan Hugh returned to Tennes- 
see and located at Denmark and then 
Medon. On 25 Jul 1861 he married 
Martha Van Buren of Haywood 
County. During the war, he was a 
member of Henderson's Scouts under 
Gen. Forrest. In 1867 he moved to 
Brownsville where he engaged in mer- 
chandising and cotton dealig. In 1887 

[I8651 at his residence at 71 Broad 
Street in Nashville. He was aged 28 
years, one month, and five days. The 
deceased was a gentleman of rare gifts. 
Readers of Southern papers are fa- 
miliar with his name as that of a m e  
and finished poet. In 186 1 he entered 
the Confederate Amy as major of 
Gordon's battalion, was for a while on 
the staff of Gcn. Wheeler with the 
rank of lieutenantcolonel, and was 
afterwards promoted to colonel. He 
served in the van of the A m y  in 
Middle Tennessee until taken prisoner 
and sent North where he remained in 
prison until released on the return of 
peace. After passing unscathed the 
dangers of many fields of blood, he is 
thus untimely cut off by the rude scythe 
of death. The funeral will be at 7 
o'clock this morning. His remains will 
be forwarded to Wichester today and 
be interred in the old Family graveyard 
in the suburbs. 
-Absmcled h m  Nnrhville Gmcrlc, 9 Nov 1865 

G E E S  he moved back to his home of Malesus. MARSHALL 
~ i ~ d  in ~ ~ ~ k s ~ ~  on 3" sep [183g], He is survived by his wife. They had Mrs. Hannah Marshall, wife of 

Lewis L. Glles. atzed 31 years. 10 no children. JackonDuplch, '8Jm 1901 william Marshall. died of a liver . - - .  ~ ~- 

months. -Disrricr Telegraph &Stare Sentinel, COLLIER complaint in the 47" year of her age. 
Jackran, 14 Sep 1838 

Died in Madison County on 5 Nov Her funeral will take place from her 

TAYLOR [1838], Mrs. Sarah Collicr, coosort of late residence at 102 Cheny Street 

James R Taylor, one of the William R Collier, Esq., of this Sunday afiemoon at 3 o'clock Friends 
of the family are invited to attend. 

oldest and best citizens of Jackson, county. She was about 30 Years of age. 
-District Telegraph &Slate Senlinel, [Chicago Times, plcarc copy.] 

died at I p.m. Sunday [I9 Nov 18711. 
Jackro~  7 Dec 1838 -NasIwllk Gmetle, 16 Dec 1865 

Born near Clarksville. Tenn.. in 1809. 
he was the son of Manoah Taylor, an 
old Welsh Baptist minister. Mr. Tay- 
lor was converted in this place in 183 1 
and was baptized in the Baptist church 
in 1836. He was the first deacon ever 
ordained in the Baptist Church at 
Jackson. During his stay of 38 years in 
Jackson, he was absent from home only 
twice. The funeral will be conducted at 
the residence today by the Rev. M. 
May. 
-Abslradd Gom War Rnnessee Plain-Dealer. 

Jockon  21 N w  1871 

MATHEWSON 
Funeral services for Mrs. Mary 

Mathewson will take place at Cherry 
Street Baptist Church this morning at 
10 o'clock. Friends and acquaintances 
are respectfully invited to attend. 
Services by Rev. Mr. McKee. 

-Nnshvllle Gmene, 18 N w  1865 

POLLOCK 
Mrs. Jane Pollock died at the 

residence of her son, A. J. Pollock, 
No. 122 Ellion St., in the 78" year of 
her age. -MemphirAppeol. 28 JYM 1873 

HOUSE 
Mr. John House, who was shot 

by an assassin Friday night, died at I I 
o'clock Saturday night [23 Nov 18651. 

-Nakville G m e ~ e .  26Nov 1865 

ACKLEN 
Died Friday, 27 June [I8731 at 4% 

o'clock in the afternoon at the resi- 
dence of her brother, W. D. Bcthcll, 
near Columbia, Mrs. Hattie Acklen, 
wife of J. R Acklen and only daughter 
of P. C. and Harriet E. Bcthell. 

-Afempl~k Daily Appol,  28 J w e  1873 
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HEFFERNAN : + , ~ B - ~ ~ ~ m m ; ; ' - . z ~ ~ 2 , : :  PROUDFIT 
This morning the melancholy duty ' 

-' . . . - . .  . hPajl-iiw: .. . . . . 2 . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . -. ~ :, , . . .. . . ~ 
'A 

. . ..., 
The death of Mr. W. P. Proudfit, 

< ... 
devolves upon us of announcing the . . .. .:.. :.,..:..,..: $ .  . .< :. . . , . one of the oldest and most respected . . -. . . ., -, > 
death of one of our most worthy and . . . . . . : ~ E N ~ ~ s E E ~ ~ ; ~ ' ~ ~ . ~  ~... citizens of Memphis, occurred at his 
useful citizens. William Heffernan, residence on Madison yesterday [19 
who emired &dav I24 Nov 18651. .. -..-- Jan 18921 at 4 o'clock in the morning. - - 
He - one of the victims' of tie 
assassins who infest Nashville and, 
thanks to the vigilance of civil and 
military authorities, the spirit of the 
good man had scarcely left a world of 
somw for one of bliss when his 
murderers had been hied and convicted 
of the heinous crime of murder. 

His funeral took place yesterday 
afternoon 60m the Cathedral where a 
large number of Wends had assembled, 
among them many citizens 60m a 
distance in the country. An eloquent 
discourse was delivered by the Very 
Rev. J. A. Kelly ... Carriages carrying 
the Wends of the deceased shetched 
out fully a mile and a half and still a 
hundred or more were left behind at the 

~~~ ~ 

church. Mr. Heffernan will be long 
remembered and lamented not alone by 
his intimate 6iends and associates but 

by many a poor family whom he has 
relieved. -NarhviIle Gmerre, 26 NOV I865 

CROCKElT 
Died at Raleigh (Shelby County) 

Friday evening [27 June 18731, 
William H. Crockett, aged 40 years, 
16 days. His funeral will be this 
afternoon 6om the residence of M r s  
E. A. Belcher, No. 35 Old Raleigh 
Road. -MemphirAppeol, 28 June 1873 

NILES 
Funeral services will be this 

afternoon for Elizabeth Niles, aged 26, 
daughter of Sallie E. and the late Gen. 
W. Y. C. Humes. 

-MemphisAppeol-Avolo11che. 20 Jon 1892 

K U X L L  

The Rev. M. S. Royce, rector of 
Trinity Church, Nashville, died in that 
city on Monday last [9 June 18731 of 
cholera. He was born, says The 
Banner, in Vermont and belonged to a 
family of high standing. He was 
educated at Burlington, Vt., under the 
bishop of the Episcopal diocese of 
Vermont. In 185- he settled in 
Greenville, Tenn., where he married 
and then removed to take charge of St. 
Paul's Church, the oldest parish in the 
state. He enlisted and served as a 
captain of the Confederate cavalry until 
the war's close when he resumed wn- 
nection with the church as rector of 
Trinity. -MemphisDoilyAppeol, 12 Jwre 1873 

RANKIN 
M r s  Nancy Rankin died at 

Rutherford Station, Gibson County, on 
21 Apr in the 98" year of her age. 

-Memphis Public Ledger. 3 Mny 1873 

MISENHEIMER 
COVINGTON, Jan. 13 (Special)- 

Mrs. Misenheirner (nee Cain), wife 
of M. A. Mienheimer, a leading 
merchant and ex-county register, died 
12 Jan and will be buried at 9 o'clock 
tomorrow morning. The Rev. Mr. 
Sullivan of the Methodist Church will 
officiate. She was a most estimable 
lady, a native of Chester, Ill., where she 
was married to Mr. Misenheirner a 
little more than a year ago. She leaves a 
babe hardly a month old. C a p t  Frank 
Cain of Cairo, a brother of the 
deceased, arrived today to attend the 
funeral. 

-Memphis Appeol-Avohhe,  13 Jon 1892 

He was 63 years of age. Born in 
Haywood County, he came to Memphis 
when young and entered on a mer- 
cantile career. He was engaged in the 
cotton business for many years and was 
the junior member of the firm of Day 
& Proudfit, one of the best h o w n  on 
the rivefiont. He then entered develop 
ment of the cottonseed oil business and 
the organization of the DeSoto Oil 
Company was largely due to hi. He 
managed the company 6om its begin- 
ning until a few months ago when he 
was compelled to relinquish his respon- 
sibilities because of advanced age and 
declining health. He retired to the post 
of secretary-treasurer which he held 
until his death. Mr. Proudfit was one 
of the principal promoten of the F i t  
National Bank of which he was vice 
president for many years. He suffered a 
paralytic smoke a year ago, and last 
Friday became a victim of the grippe 
which rapidly developed into pneu- 
monia. He leaves four sons and four 
daughters. His funeral will be to-day 
6om Calvary Church. [Abscractcd] 

-MemphisAppeol-Awlonche,. 20 Jon 1892 

ALDEN 
Mrs. Eliza A. Alden, aged 73 

years, died Tuesday morning, 12 Jan 
[1872], at the residence of her son-in- 
law, J. C. F. Percival, corner of 
Monroe S t  Extended and Draper 
Avenue. Her funeral will be 6om the 
residence this morning. Services by 
Rev. F. D. Davenport. 

[Decatur. Ala, and S t  Louis. Mo., 
paperr PI= COPY.] 

-Memphb Appeal-Awlmche, 13 Jon 1892 

PEYTON WELCH 
3 Late Wednesday night. 22 Nov, Hetfer- Died at 10 o'clock Wednesday CLARKSVILLE, T ~ M . ,  Jan 6 - 
mn. his wife. his daughter. and her morning [13  an 18921 near Lucy, Mrs. Riley Welch, aged 25, died today 
husband. Judge Michael N. Tracy, had k R  T~M., M ~ .  ~ ~ r t b ~  C. peyton, wife of consumption. She was the daughter 
St Cecilia Academy in a baroche for the Of the late Dr. F: Peyton. of Thomas Trigg, a prominent man in 
family residenm on Harding Pike. They 
were on J ~ & ~ ~ ~  sheet pike when six Burial will be at 10 o'clock Friday this section. 

-MemphirAppeol-Awlonche, 6 Jon 1892. 
highwaymen stepped ad in the mad. The morning at the family burying grounds. 
men stopped lhe camage, pulled Mr. -Memphis Appeal-Avalanche, 14 Jon 1892 
Heffenan out of the front seat, and shot him 
under lhe k R  eye. He died four days later. 
[Narhville Gmelte, 27 Nov 18-55] 
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Coffee County Deeds, Volume .A 
(Conrinued/rorn Smmer 2003 &.me) 

Tronscribedfrom MicroJlm Roll No. 82produced by the Tennessee Stote Librory & Archiver. Nashville 
Avoiloble ot the Tennersee Geneologicol Sociery Llbrory. Brunswick Tenn 

P q e s  3233 

Deed dated 26 Feb 1834: For consideration of $200, John W. Norton of Rutherford Co., Tenn., conveys to William 
Norton of Bedford County 11 acres with hereditaments and appurtenances. Tract, located on waters of Ganison 
Fork of Duck River adjoining lands of Joseph Carney on the south and west and those of Charles Ferrell on the 
north and east, begins at original comer of Carney's and Benjamin Belt's. Witnesses W. R M'Daoiel, Joseph 
Carney, and Smith Carney appeared before Coffee County Court Clerk Daniel M'Lean on 26 Sep 1836 and 
swore that Norton acknowledged deed in their presence. Deed was registered 3 Oct 1836. 

Pages 33-34 

Deed dated 4 Feb 1836: For consideration of $400, William Norton of Bedford County conveys to Smlth Carney 
of the part of Bedford County now called Coffq County an I I- acre parcel located on waters of Garrison Fork of 
Duck River with hereditaments and appurtenances. Property, adjoining land of Joseph Carney on the south and 
west and that of Charles Ferrell on the north and east, begins at original comer between Joseph Carney and 
Benjamin Belt. Foregoing deed is made in lieu of deed to same land made by William Norton to Smith Carney 
and acknowledged by Norton in open court in Shelbyville. On examination by clerk's ofice, deed as acknowl- 
edged appears to be lost or mislaid and cannot be found. Norton signed new deed in presence of Joel Webster, 
William Chastain, and John G. Walker. Norton acknowledged executing deed in appearance before Court Clerk 
Daniel McLean 25 Sep 1836. New deed was registered 3 Oct 1836. 

Poges 34-36 
Deed dated 2 Jul 1834: For consideration of $100, Jeremiah Hooker of Rutherford Co., Tenn., conveys to William 
Norton of Bedford County 38 acres in Rutherford County on east fork of west fork of Stones River, adjoining 
lands of William Keeler and T. L. D. W. Shaw, and 30-acre bact of William Fowler. Witnesses James Gibson 
and Alexander Downing appeared before Coffee County Clerk Daniel McLean 25 Sep 1836 and swore that 
Hooker acknowledged deed in their presence. Deed was registered 3 Oct 1836 in Coffee County. 

Poges 3 6 3  7 
Deed dated 26 May 1834: For consideration of $72.50, James Gibson of Rutherford Co., Tenn., conveys to William 
Norton of Bedford County 25 acres of land in Rutherford County on east fork of west fork of Stones River, 
adjoining lands of William Keeler and William Fowler. Witnesses James M. Carlisle, William Norton, and 
James Gibson personally appeared before Coffee County Clerk Daniel McLean and acknowledged deed 25 Sep 
1836. Deed was recorded 3 Oct 1836 in Coffee County. 

P a w  3 7-38 
Indenture dated 5 Aue 1836: Commissioners appointed by Coffee County Court at May 1836 term to lay off town of 
Manchester and make sale of lots, proceeded on 5-6 Jul 1836 to lay out lots and have sold them as follows: 

Lot No. 1 - Sold to Isaac L. Miller for $260 
Lots No. 2,21, & 78 -Sold to B. Harris & Co. for $565 
Lot No. 3 - Sold to John Bell for $24 1 
Lot No. 4 - Sold to Levi Donnell for $245 
Lot No. 5 - Sold to William B. Gibson for $300 
Lots No. 6 & 45 - Sold to Hamood Morgan for $51 8 
Lots No. 7 &8 - Sold to William M. Douglass for $606 
Lot No. 9 - Sold to Oran Stroud for $207 
Lot No. 10 -Sold to Thomas Allion for $161 
Lot No. 11 - Sold to D. V. Davidson for $226 
Lot No. 12 -Sold to William Norton for $205 
Lots No. 13,66 & 75 - Sold to Joseph Hickerson for $320 
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