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Geographic Area

Hawkins County is a county located in the U.S. state of Tennessee. As of the 2010
census, the population was 56,833. Its county seat is Rogersville, Hawkins County is
part of the Kingsport-Bristol-Bristol, TN-VA Metropolitan Statistical Area, which is a
component of the Johnson City-Kingsport-Bristol, TN-VA Combined Statistical Area,
commonly known as the "Tri-Cities" region. According to the U.S. Census Bureau, the
county has a total area of 500 square miles (1,300 km?), of which 487 square miles
(1,260 km?) is land and 13 square miles (34 km?) (2.5%) is water.

Hawkins County, Tennessee covers an area of
approximately 497 square miles with a
geographic center of 36.43698733°(N), -
82.96962786°(W).

The largest city of Hawkins County is Church Hill
with a population of 6,643. Other cities include,
Rogersville population 4,364, Surgoinsville
population 1,754 and Petersburg population 576.

Hawkins county lies in upper East Tennessee, and extends somewhat in the shape of a
parallelogram from the Virginia line to the northern boundaries of Grainger and Hamblen
counties. It is divided into two almost equal parts by the Holston River, which traverses its
entire length. It is one of the largest counties in the State, having an area of 570 square
miles. The surface is much of it broken, but the uplands are more fertile than in many
counties. Iron ore is found in some localities, but is not now worked. In marble Hawkins
County surpasses any other county in the South. It is found in all tints from a pale pink to a
dark, richly variegated chocolate color, and in inexhaustible quantities. (Wikipedia)

Key Historical Events

The first permanent settlers within the limits of Hawkins County were made in 1772, very soon
after the settlements on the Watauga were begun. They were made in Carter’s Valley, a short
distance west of New Canton. Among these pioneers were Mr. Kincaid, Mr. Love, Mr. Long and
Rev. Mr. Mulkey. At about the same time Messrs. Carter and Parker established a store in the
neighborhood. Soon after this store was robbed by a party of Cherokees, and

when Henderson and company’s treaty was held with the Indians the proprietors of the store
demanded as compensation all the lands in Carter’s Valley, extending from Cloud Creek to
Chimney Top Mountain of Beech Creek.

This was granted upon the payment of a small amount advanced by Robert Lucas, who then
became a partner of Messrs. Parker & Carter. The firm leased their lands to the settlers much
after the manner of the Patrons, in the early history of New York. This continued for a time but
when it became known that the lands lay in North Carolina instead of Virginia, the settlers
refused to recognize the ownership of the firm, and the right and title to the territory acquired
was denied by the former state. They were afterward included with the members of


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/State_of_Franklin
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the Henderson company, to whom a grant of 200,000 acres was given by the government of
North Carolina as a compensation for the trouble they had been to in obtaining these lands.
The deeds obtained by Henderson & Company from the Cherokees is recorded in the register’s
office of Hawkins county. It was given by Oconistoto, the chief warrior and representative of
the Cherokee Nation, and Attakullakulla and Savanooka, otherwise Coronoh, appointed by the
warriors and other head men to convey for the whole nation, to Richard Henderson, Thomas
and Nathaniel Hart, John Williams, John Luttrell, William Johnston, James Hogg, David

Hart and Thomas H. Bullock. The compensation for the immense tracts conveyed by these
deeds is expressed at £100,000. (TNGenWeb-County History to 1887)

The settlement in Hawkins County was confined chiefly to Carter’s Valley until about

1780. Several stations or forts were built, and it is said that a Presbyterian church was
organized.

At about the same time a fort was built at Big Creek. Not far from this fort, about three and
one-half miles above Rogersville, Thos. Amis in 1780 or 1781 erected a stone house, around
which he built a palisade for protection against the Indians. The next year he opened a store,
and erected a blacksmith shop and distillery. Very soon after he also put into operation a saw
and grist mill, and from the first he kept a house of entertainment.

The State of Franklin (also the Free Republic of Franklin or the State of Frankland) was an
unrecognized proposed state located in what is today East Tennessee, United States. Franklin
was created in 1784 from part of the territory west of the Appalachian Mountains that had been
offered by North Carolina as a cession to Congress to help pay off debts related to

the American War for Independence. It was founded with the intent of becoming the 14th state
of the new United States.

Franklin's first capital was Jonesborough. After the summer of 1785, the government of
Franklin (which was by then based in Greeneville), ruled as a "parallel government" running
alongside (but not harmoniously with) a re-established North Carolina bureaucracy. Franklin
was never admitted into the union. The extra-legal state existed for only about four and a half
years, ostensibly as a republic, after which North Carolina reassumed full control of the area.
The creation of Franklin is novel, in that it resulted from both a cession (an offering from North
Carolina to Congress) and a secession (seceding from North Carolina, when its offer to
Congress was not acted upon and the original cession was rescinded). (Wikipedia)

Hawkins County was founded in 1786 and was named in honor of Benjamin Hawkins.

He was a member of the Continental Congress from North Carolina, U. S. senator from North
Carolina 1789-1795. He signed the Deed of Cession conveying the Southwest Territory to
Federal Government, which is now the state of Tennessee. (FamilySearch Wiki)

One of the oldest Tennessee counties, Hawkins County was first established as a separate
North Carolina county on January 6, 1787, when the state legislature divided Sullivan County,
North Carolina. The original county was quite large, extending from the North Fork of the
Holston River southwestwardly to the “Big Suck” near present-day Chattanooga. Other
counties, or parts of counties, later created from Hawkins include Hancock, Grainger,
Jefferson, Knox, Roane, Meigs, and Hamilton. Prior to its creation by North Carolina, the county
was Spencer County, State of Franklin.


https://tngenweb.org/hawkins/county-history-to-1887/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/State_of_Franklin
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Hawkins_County,_Tennessee_Genealogy
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The act creating Hawkins County empowered seven commissioners to select a central place
for the county seat, where a courthouse, prison, and stocks would be built and to levy a tax for
the support of local government. The first meeting of the commissioners took place at the
home of Thomas Gibbons on Big Creek on June 4, 1787, at which time Joseph Rogers's land on
Crockett's Creek was selected as the location for the county seat. During the summer of 1787
the courthouse, jail, and stocks were erected, and the little community took the name Hawkins
Court House. The first elected county officials were John Hunt, sheriff; William Marshall,
register; and Thomas Hutchins, clerk. Marshall and Nathaniel Henderson were elected the first
representatives to the North Carolina House of Commons, and Thomas Amis was elected the
first senator to represent the new county in the legislative assembly.

In 1789 Amis presented a petition from the community to the North Carolina General Assembly
to establish a town at the Hawkins Court House site and to name the town Rogersville.
Approval of the petition, which was granted on November 7, 1789, empowered county
commissioners to lay out a town in half-acre lots, with convenient streets and lots reserved
for public buildings. (Hawkins County, Tennessee)

In 1792 the counties of Greene, Hawkins, Jefferson and Knox were circumscribed.

The Battle of Rogersville was a conflict in and around the town of Rogersville, Tennessee on
the morning of November 6, 1863, between the United States Army 3rd Brigade, 4th Cavalry
Division and the Confederate States Army Jones' Brigade, 2nd Cavalry Brigade and the 8th
Virginia Cavalry. Because Federal forces were caught largely by surprise, the Confederates,
under Brigadier General William E. Jones, were able to recapture Rogersville along with
significant supplies from the town's railroad storehouses. (Wikipedia)

Vital County Records

1863 Fire damaged courthouse records
Lost censuses: 1790, 1800, 1810, 1820
Early marriages beginning in 1820, but incomplete due to damage

FamilySearch On-Line Hawkins County Catalog

For records before 1786 check Sullivan County records

TNGenWeb Project - Hawkins County
Research Aids - General
Research Aids - Private Records
Research Aids - Public Records
Research Aids - Families & Individuals

USGenWeb Archives - Hawkins County



https://www.hawkinscountytn.gov/history.html
https://teva.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/collection/tfd/id/524
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/State_of_Franklin
https://www.familysearch.org/search/catalog/results?count=20&placeId=194911&query=%2Bplace%3A%22United%20States%2C%20Tennessee%2C%20Hawkins%22%20%2Bavailability%3AOnline
https://www.familysearch.org/search/catalog/results?count=20&placeId=195138&query=%2Bplace%3A%22United%20States%2C%20Tennessee%2C%20Sullivan%22%20%2Bavailability%3AOnline
https://tngenweb.org/hawkins/
https://tngenweb.org/hawkins/research-aids-general/
https://tngenweb.org/hawkins/research-aids-private-records/
https://tngenweb.org/hawkins/research-aids-public-records/
https://tngenweb.org/hawkins/research-aids-families-individuals/
http://www.usgwarchives.net/tn/hawkins/hawkins.html
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Record Locations Table

Record Type Location Record Notes

Births County Clerk Office County Registrations began 1914
Tennessee Vital Records Keeps for 100 years then they
Office are sent to TSLA

Marriages County Clerk Office County Registrations began 1789

Tennessee Vital Records
Office

Keeps for 50 years then they
are sent to TSLA

1789-1964 records

Hawkins County Archives

16,548 indexed by bride & groom

1820-1880 TSLA Microfilm reel #22
Deaths County Clerk Office County Registrations began 1914
Tennessee Vital Records Keeps for 50 years then they
Office. are sent to TSLA
1908-1912 TLSA Death Records Index TN Death Records
1914-1933 TLSA Death Records Index TN Death Records

Funeral Home Records
1930-1942

TLSA

Harrison Funeral Home Burial
Records

Divorces Circuit Court Clerk Office County Registrations began
1881-1885 FS - Abstracted
1911-1920 FS-Circuit Crt Records
1795-1930 FS-Circuit Crt Records

Circuit Court

1795-1930 records | Hawkins County Archives 6,156 cases
Circuit Court Criminal

1795-1930 records | Hawkins County Archives 7,032 cases

1931-1950 records | Hawkins County Archives 1,541 cases
Chancery Court

1795-1927 records | Hawkins County Archives 5,180 cases

1804-1950 records | Hawkins County Archives 356 cases

1960-1969 records

Hawkins County Archives

1787-1974 Wills

Hawkins County Archives

1797-1910 Wills

TSLA

Microfilm reel #31

Civil War Claims

1868 Hawkins County Archives 81
Grand Jury Lists
1812-1930 Hawkins County Archives 323
Tax Assessments 3,572
1865-1973 Hawkins County Archives
County road orders
1832-1912 Hawkins County Archives 906

County School records



https://www.tn.gov/content/tn/health/health-program-areas/vital-records/genealogy-research.html
https://www.tn.gov/content/tn/health/health-program-areas/vital-records/genealogy-research.html
https://www.tn.gov/content/tn/health/health-program-areas/vital-records/genealogy-research.html
https://sos.tn.gov/products/tsla/ordering-birth-records-and-delayed-birth-certificates
https://www.tn.gov/content/tn/health/health-program-areas/vital-records/genealogy-research.html
https://www.tn.gov/content/tn/health/health-program-areas/vital-records/genealogy-research.html
https://www.tn.gov/content/tn/health/health-program-areas/vital-records/genealogy-research.html
https://sos.tn.gov/products/tsla/ordering-birth-records-and-delayed-birth-certificates
https://sos.tn.gov/products/tsla/genealogical-fact-sheets-about-tennessee-counties-hawkins-county
https://www.tn.gov/content/tn/health/health-program-areas/vital-records/genealogy-research.html
https://www.tn.gov/content/tn/health/health-program-areas/vital-records/genealogy-research.html
https://www.tn.gov/content/tn/health/health-program-areas/vital-records/genealogy-research.html
https://sos.tn.gov/products/tsla/ordering-birth-records-and-delayed-birth-certificates
http://sos.tn.gov/products/tsla/index-tennessee-death-records-1908-1912
http://sos.tn.gov/products/tsla/statewide-index-tennessee-death-records-1914-1933
https://sos.tn.gov/products/tsla/funeral-home-records-tennessee-state-library-and-archives-books-manuscripts#h
https://www.familysearch.org/search/catalog/1843382
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QSQ-22DY-L9?i=1742&wc=M6Q3-636%3A179633401%2C179682901&cc=1909088
https://www.familysearch.org/search/catalog/1329606?availability=Family%20History%20Library
https://sos.tn.gov/products/tsla/genealogical-fact-sheets-about-tennessee-counties-hawkins-county
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1926-1939 Hawkins County Archives 530
County oaths & bonds
1813-1930 Hawkins County Archives 1,570
Various County Court recs
1788-1930 Hawkins County Archives 4,170 cases
Misc. & misplaced Crt recs
1794-1930 Hawkins County Archives 1,154 cases
Deeds County Register of Deeds
1788-1906 TSLA Microfilm reel #32
List of Microfilmed TSLA-PDF Microfilm 1-59

Hawkins County Records

Repositories

Hawkins County Genealogical & Historical Society

Hawkins County Archives

H. B. Stamps Memorial Library - Rogersville
June Alton Genealogy Room

Church Hill Branch Library

Surgoinsville Public Library

Current Area Information

Hawkins County Tennessee
Rogersville Hawkins County Chamber of Commerce
EastTn.US Hawkins County

Resources

General

Tennessee County Database (TNGS) - Hawkins County
Hawkins County Wiki (Family Search)

Tennessee State Library & Archives - Hawkins County Facts Sheet

TNGenWeb Project - Hawkins County

Atlas of Historical County Boundaries - Interactive Map of Tennessee
Tennessee Atlas of Historical Boundaries - Hawkins County Chronology

Genealogy Trails - Hawkins County
Access Genealogy - Hawkins County
East Tennessee Historical Society
State of Franklin



https://sos.tn.gov/products/tsla/genealogical-fact-sheets-about-tennessee-counties-hawkins-county
https://sostngovbuckets.s3.amazonaws.com/tsla/preservation/countymicro/hawk.pdf
https://sites.rootsweb.com/~tnhcghs/
https://hawkinscountytn.gov/archives.html
https://hawkinslibraries.org/hb_stamps_memorial_library/
https://hawkinslibraries.org/about-2/juno-altom-genealogy-room-policy/
https://hawkinslibraries.org/church_hill_public_library/
https://hawkinslibraries.org/surgoinsville_public_library/
https://www.hawkinscountytn.gov/index.html
https://www.hawkinscountytn.gov/index.html
https://www.hawkinscountytn.gov/index.html
https://rogersvilletnchamber.com/
http://www.easttn.us/attractions/counties.aspx/Hawkins-TN
https://tngs.org/resources/Site/Custom_HTML_Files/TCD/County/Hawkins.html
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Hawkins_County,_Tennessee_Genealogy
https://sos.tn.gov/tsla/pages/genealogical-fact-sheets-about-hawkins-county
https://tngenweb.org/hawkins/
https://digital.newberry.org/ahcb/map/map.html#TN
https://digital.newberry.org/ahcb/documents/TN_Individual_County_Chronologies.htm#HAWKINS
http://genealogytrails.com/tenn/hawkins/
https://accessgenealogy.com/?s=Hawkins+County+Tennessee&orderby=relevance&order=DESC
https://www.easttnhistory.org/east-tennessee-historical-society
https://tennesseeencyclopedia.net/entries/state-of-franklin/
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Newspapers (Newspapers.com $)
Rogersville Herald

Rogersville Spectator

Rail-road Advocate

Hawkins County Telephone

The Herald

The Rogersville Herald

The Star

The Holston Review
Rogersville Review
Rogersville Press and Times

Maps
Free Hawkins County, Tennessee Topo Maps & Elevations
TDOT Map of Hawkins County

Sanborn Fire Insurance Map from Rogersville, Hawkins County, Tennessee

History

History of Hawkins County, Tennessee (Hawkins County Gov.)
Hawkins County from Sullivan County, NC

Hawkins County Ceded to Tennessee

Hawkins County History (from Goodspeed)

Hawkins County History, by Kyle

Hawkins County Pioneer Women

Historic Locations in Hawkins County

History of Hawkins County (from Goodspeed, published 1887)

Cemeteries

Hawkins County Cemeteries - Find a Grave

Hawkins County Cemeteries and Cemetery Records

Hawkins County Cemetery Records

Hawkins County Cemetery Records and Cemetery Collection Links
Hawkins County, Cemeteries

Wills
Hawkins County Wills Abstracts
Hawkins County, Will Abstracts

Voter Lists

Hawkins County Poll List, 1847

Hawkins County Voter List 1790

Hawkins County Voter Lists 1820-1929

Hawkins County, Poll Records, Tennessee in 1853

Miscellaneous

County Historian - George E. Webb, Jr. - Email: tennbooks@gmail.com


https://www.newspapers.com/place-tennessee/
https://www.newspapers.com/paper/rogersville-herald/19910/
https://www.newspapers.com/paper/rogersville-spectator/19913/
https://www.newspapers.com/paper/rail-road-advocate/19911/
https://www.newspapers.com/paper/hawkins-county-telephone/19914/
https://www.newspapers.com/paper/the-herald/19915/
https://www.newspapers.com/paper/the-rogersville-herald/19916/
https://www.newspapers.com/paper/the-star/19917/
https://www.newspapers.com/paper/the-holston-review/19918/
https://www.newspapers.com/paper/rogersville-review/19919/
https://www.newspapers.com/paper/rogersville-press-and-times/20671/
https://www.anyplaceamerica.com/directory/tn/hawkins-county-47073/
https://www.tn.gov/content/dam/tn/tdot/maps/county-maps/Hawkins_County.pdf
https://www.loc.gov/collections/sanborn-maps/?fa=location:tennessee%7Clocation:hawkins+county
https://www.hawkinscountytn.gov/index.html
https://www.carolana.com/NC/Counties/1787_NC_Legislative_Act_to_Establish_Hawkins_County.html
https://www.carolana.com/NC/Counties/hawkins_county_nc.html
https://tngenweb.org/hawkins/hawkins-county-history-from-goodspeed/
https://tngenweb.org/hawkins/county-history-by-kyle/
https://tngenweb.org/hawkins/hawkins-county-pioneer-women/
https://tngenweb.org/hawkins/historic-locations-in-hawkins-county/
https://tngenweb.org/hawkins/history-of-hawkins-county-from-goodspeed-published-1887/
https://www.findagrave.com/cemetery-browse/USA/Tennessee/Hawkins-County?id=county_2461
http://usgwarchives.net/tn/hawkins/cemetery.html
http://genealogytrails.com/tenn/hawkins/cemetery.html
https://www.tngenweb.org/cemeteries/#!co=hawkins
https://www.familysearch.org/search/catalog/433504
https://archive.org/details/hawkinscountyten00mcgh/page/n5
http://genealogytrails.com/tenn/hawkins/willabstracts.html
https://www.familysearch.org/search/catalog/1843315
https://tngenweb.org/hawkins/list-of-voters-in-the-1790-congressional-election/
https://www.familysearch.org/search/catalog/1407850?availability=Family%20History%20Library
https://www.familysearch.org/search/catalog/1843309
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