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Geographic Area  

Bedford County is a county located in the U.S. state of Tennessee as of the 2020 census, the 
population was 50,237. Its county seat is Shelbyville. The county was created in 1807 when the 
citizens of Rutherford County living south of the Duck River and the Stones River successfully 
petitioned the governor to split Rutherford County in two. The new county was named 
after American Revolutionary War officer and large landowner in the area, Thomas Bedford. 

Once the state's largest and most populous county, Bedford 
County's size (in terms of area) has been steadily reduced since 
1809 to form Coffee County, Moore County, Lincoln County, 
and Marshall County.  

The county was pro-Confederate during the Civil War, but 
Shelbyville was mostly loyal to the Union. 

Confederate general Nathan Bedford Forrest was born in 1821 
in Chapel Hill (now in Marshall County) and has no connection to 
naming of Bedford County. It was named after the Revolutionary 
War officer Thomas Bedford.[6] 

Texas pioneer William Whitaker Reed was born in Bedford County 
in 1816.[7] 

According to the U.S. Census Bureau, the county has a total area of 475 square miles (1,230 km2), 
of which 474 square miles (1,230 km2) is land and 1.2 square miles (3.1 km2) (0.2%) is water. 

(Wikipedia) 

History  

The Tennessee General Assembly established Bedford County on December 7, 1807, from land 
taken from Rutherford County. The first court met at the home of the widow Ann Payne in what is 
now Moore County. Settlement of the area progressed slowly after an initial expedition in 1783 led 
by Alexander Greer, who later settled at Greer’s Lick on land he marked during the expedition. 
Samuel Barton and the Edmiston Land Company carried out other early expeditions. Few settlers 
arrived until after 1806. Some brought Revolutionary War grants from North Carolina; others 
came with Tennessee grants, awarded from 1800 to 1810. In 1808 Andrew Erwin purchased fifty-
five thousand acres from Norton Pryor. A bitter title dispute arose between Andrew Jackson, who 
served as Pryor’s agent, and Erwin. Litigation continued until 1824, when a compromise 
settlement was reached. 

Shelbyville, the county seat, was established in 1810 from land donated by Clement Cannon, an 
early resident and the operator of the first grist mill. Shelbyville was ideally suited as a trading 
center, with fords on the southern and eastern ends of the town. In 1852 the commercial value of 
the town increased with the construction of the Nashville and Chattanooga Railroad. In the 
antebellum period, Shelbyville experienced its share of tragedy. A tornado swept through the 
town on May 31, 1830, destroying the courthouse and inflicting five casualties. Three years later an 
Asiatic cholera epidemic caused great panic and many deaths. Cholera outbreaks would recur in 
1866 and 1873 with similar results. In 1934 the Bedford County Courthouse was destroyed a 
second time when a lynch mob burned it. Several days of threatened violence preceded the act of 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bedford_County,_Tennessee#cite_note-6
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bedford_County,_Tennessee#cite_note-7
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/U.S._Census_Bureau
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bedford_County,_Tennessee
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arson. One hundred national guardsmen were called to the scene to protect a young black man, E. 
K. Harris, accused of assault. Disguised as a guardsman, the accused man was removed from the 
jail and sent to Nashville for safekeeping. The mob burned the courthouse in retaliation for the 
removal of Harris. 

In the early twentieth century, Shelbyville was a thriving industrial center. In 1923 Shelbyville had 
a population of 2,912 and boasted an electric light plant, water works, a textile factory, a hub and 
spoke factory, a foundry, saw mills, and planing mills, in addition to banks, churches, schools, and 
two newspapers. Shelbyville Mills was a large textile factory and company town, complete with a 
school and church. The Musgrave Pencil Company is one of the world’s largest pencil 
manufacturers. On the factory grounds is the historic Turner Institute Building, a former African 
American private school designed by Nashville architect Moses McKissack. Shelbyville achieved 
worldwide prominence in the twentieth century through the promotion of the Tennessee Walker. 
In 1939 Shelbyville became the home of the Walking Horse National Celebration, earning the 
designation as the “Walking Horse Capital of the World.” 

Bedford County has furnished soldiers for every war since the War of 1812. During the Civil War 
Bedford County was divided in its loyalties and supplied nearly equal numbers of troops to the 
armies of both the North and the South. Though the pro-Union stance of Shelbyville earned that 
city the title of “Little Boston,” one of the Confederacy’s best-known generals, Nathan Bedford 
Forrest, was born in Bedford County in 1821 and took his middle name from his birthplace.             
( Tennessee Encyclopedia ) 

Record Loss – (Family Search) 

1830 Courthouse was seriously damaged by tornado with much record loss.[7] 

1863 and 1934 Courthouse burned and many records were damaged. 

Lost censuses: 1810 

Lost deed book: 1852-1861, but a reconstructed index survives 

All records before 1837, except deeds.  

Some record loss between 1837 and 1865 due to fire and a tornado in 1830 
 

FamilySearch Wiki – Bedford County 

FamilySearch - Bedford County Catalog 

TnGenWeb Project – Bedford County  Contact -   Charles Reeves, Jr 

 

Record Location Table 

Record Type Location Record Notes 

Birth County Clerk Office County Registrations began 1908 

 Tennessee Vital 
Records Office  

Keeps for 100 years then they 
are sent to TSLA 

https://tennesseeencyclopedia.net/entries/bedford-county/
https://www.familysearch.org/en/wiki/Bedford_County,_Tennessee_Genealogy#cite_note-7
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Bedford_County,_Tennessee_Genealogy
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Bedford_County,_Tennessee_Genealogy
https://www.familysearch.org/search/catalog/results?count=20&placeId=194752&query=%2Bplace%3A%22United%20States%2C%20Tennessee%2C%20Bedford%22
https://www.tngenweb.org/bedford/
mailto:reevesca@tds.net
https://www.tn.gov/content/tn/health/health-program-areas/vital-records/genealogy-research.html
https://www.tn.gov/content/tn/health/health-program-areas/vital-records/genealogy-research.html
https://sos.tn.gov/tsla/guides/vital-records-at-the-library-and-archives
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 FamilySearch ER Series (1908-1912) 

 FamilySearch TN Births & Christenings 1828-
1939 

   

Marriages County Clerk Office County Registrations began 1863 

 Tennessee Vital 
Records Office  

Keeps for 50 years then they are 
sent to TSLA 

 FamilySearch Bedford Co. Marriages 1790-1950 

 FamilySearch Bedford Co. Marriages 1796-1950 

   

Divorce Circuit Court Clerk  

 Tennessee Vital 
Records Office  

TSLA - 1796-1850 Acts of 
Tennessee 1796-1850 

   

Deaths County Clerk Office County Registrations began 1908 

 Tennessee Vital 
Records Office  

Keeps for 50 years then they are 
sent to TSLA 

  TN Death Records 1908-1912 

  TN Death Records 1914-1933 

   

Land Deeds County Register of 
Deeds 

County Registrations began 1808 

 FamilySearch Land Records Vol. A: 1808-1809 

 FamilySearch Land Records Vol. B: 1809-1811 

 FamilySearch (Burned 
Vols.) 

Deed books and index, 1808-1966 

   
List of Microfilmed Bedford 
County Records 

TSLA-PDF  

   
Pension Applications Tennessee State 

Archives & Library – 
Bedford County 

County Index to Tennessee 
Confederate Pension 
Applications 
 

   
Probate Records County Court County Registrations began 1861 

 TNGenWeb 1847-1890 Index 
 TNGenWeb 1890-1896 Index 
 FamilySearch TN Probate Court Bks 1795-1927 
   
Tennessee Enumeration of 
Male Voters 

Ancestry.com ($) Tennessee Enumeration of Male 
Voters 

https://www.familysearch.org/search/record/results?count=20&q.anyPlace=Bedford%20County%20Tennessee&f.collectionId=2515873
https://www.familysearch.org/search/record/results?f.collectionId=1681012&q.anyPlace=Bedford%20County%20Tennessee
https://www.familysearch.org/search/record/results?f.collectionId=1681012&q.anyPlace=Bedford%20County%20Tennessee
https://www.tn.gov/content/tn/health/health-program-areas/vital-records/genealogy-research.html
https://www.tn.gov/content/tn/health/health-program-areas/vital-records/genealogy-research.html
https://sos.tn.gov/tsla/guides/vital-records-at-the-library-and-archives
https://www.familysearch.org/search/record/results?f.collectionId=1619127&q.anyPlace=Bedford%20County%20Tennessee
https://www.familysearch.org/search/record/results?f.collectionId=1681022&q.anyPlace=Bedford%20County%20Tennessee
https://www.tn.gov/content/tn/health/health-program-areas/vital-records/genealogy-research.html
https://www.tn.gov/content/tn/health/health-program-areas/vital-records/genealogy-research.html
https://tslaindexes.tn.gov/database-tn-research/acts-tennessee-1796-1850?search_api_views_fulltext=&search_api_views_fulltext_1=&search_api_views_fulltext_2=Divorce
https://tslaindexes.tn.gov/database-tn-research/acts-tennessee-1796-1850?search_api_views_fulltext=&search_api_views_fulltext_1=&search_api_views_fulltext_2=Divorce
https://www.tn.gov/content/tn/health/health-program-areas/vital-records/genealogy-research.html
https://www.tn.gov/content/tn/health/health-program-areas/vital-records/genealogy-research.html
https://sos.tn.gov/tsla/guides/vital-records-at-the-library-and-archives
https://tslaindexes.tn.gov/death-records-database-name/tennessee-death-records-1908-1912?f%5B0%5D=field_county%3A21
file:///C:/Users/Owner/Desktop/Locality%20Guides/Bedford/Tennessee%20Death%20Records%201914-1933
http://www.copies1918.com/bedforda.html
http://www.copies1918.com/bedfordb.html
https://www.familysearch.org/search/catalog/298281?availability=Family%20History%20Library
http://sostngovbuckets.s3.amazonaws.com/tsla/preservation/countymicro/bedf.pdf
https://tslaindexes.tn.gov/database-military-records/tennessee-confederate-pension-applications?f%5B0%5D=field_county_of_residence%3A20
https://tslaindexes.tn.gov/database-military-records/tennessee-confederate-pension-applications?f%5B0%5D=field_county_of_residence%3A20
https://tslaindexes.tn.gov/database-military-records/tennessee-confederate-pension-applications?f%5B0%5D=field_county_of_residence%3A20
https://tslaindexes.tn.gov/database-military-records/tennessee-confederate-pension-applications?f%5B0%5D=field_county_of_residence%3A20
https://www.tngenweb.org/bedford/loose_wills1.htm
https://www.tngenweb.org/bedford/loose_wills2.htm
https://www.familysearch.org/search/image/index?owc=M6QS-136%3A179632901%3Fcc%3D1909088
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2884/
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2884/
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World War I Veterans Tennessee State 

Archives & Library 
Research Collection 

   

 

County Repositories  

Shelbyville - Bedford County Public Library 
Bedford County Historical Society 
Middle Tennessee Genealogical Society 

Current Area Information  

Bedford County Chamber of Commerce 
Bedford County Government 

 

Resources 

General 

Tennessee County Database (TNGS) – Bedford County 
Bedford County Wiki (Family Search) 
Linkpendium – Bedford County 
Tennessee State Library & Archives – Bedford County Facts Sheet 
TNGenWeb – Bedford County 
USGenWeb Archives - Bedford County Tennessee 
Bedford County Archives 

 

Newspapers 

Tennessee State Archives & Library 

Check Online Catalog for Bedford Newspaper Details & Dates Held.  We do not 

necessarily hold all published issues of the newspapers. 

 

 Newspaper.com - No newspapers from Benton County  
  

Genealogybank.com - Tennessee Herald (Shelbyville, Tennessee) Newspaper 
Archives (1817 - 1820) 

 

Maps 

 TDOT Map of Bedford County 
Civil District Map 1835 

  Bedford County - 1878 
Bedford County - 1888  

 

Cemeteries 

https://sharetngov.tnsosfiles.com/tsla/history/military/ww1bedford.htm
https://www.sbcplibrary.org/geneaology
http://sitehttp/sites.rootsweb.com/~tnbchs/Bedford_County/s.rootsweb.com/~tnbchs/Bedford_County/
http://www.mtgs.org/
https://shelbyvilletn.com/
https://www.bedfordcountytn.gov/
https://tngs.org/resources/Site/Custom_HTML_Files/TCD/County/Bedford.html
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Bedford_County,_Tennessee_Genealogy
http://www.linkpendium.com/genealogy/USA/TN/Bedford/
http://www.linkpendium.com/genealogy/USA/TN/Bedford/
https://sharetngov.tnsosfiles.com/tsla/history/county/factbedford.htm
https://www.tngenweb.org/bedford/
http://usgwarchives.net/tn/bedford/bedford.html
https://www.bedfordcountytn.gov/departments/archives.php
https://sos.tn.gov/tsla/guides/tennessee-newspapers-arranged-by-county#B
https://www.tn.gov/content/dam/tn/tdot/maps/county-maps-(us-shields)/a-g/Bedford%20County.pdf
https://www.tngenweb.org/maps/bedcivil.gif
https://www.loc.gov/resource/g3963b.la000869/?r=-0.007,1.162,0.64,0.304,0
http://www.mygenealogyhound.com/maps/tennessee-maps/tn-bedford-county-tennessee-1888-map.html
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  Bedford County Cemeteries – Find-a Grave 
Bedford County Cemeteries - USGenWeb 
Bedford County Cemeteries - TNGenWeb 
 

 Funeral Home Records (Tennessee State Archives & Library) 

H.F. Hoover Funeral Home Records. Bedford County, 1904-1941. 
Records of the H.F. Hoover Funeral Home in Shelbyville, including the deceased's 
age, death, burial date, cause of death, and place of burial. 
Microfilm:  #1166.   12 vols., 2 reels. 35mm.   (Available for interlibrary loan) 

 Tax Records (Tennessee State Archives & Library) 
Tax Years on Microfilm (Pre 1900) : 1812, 1814, 1836-1839, 1875-1900 
Published Indexes: none 
Reels Available for Interlibrary Loan:  
Early TN Tax Lists >  Reel 1 (Bedford County 1812, 1836-1839);  

Reel 11 (Bedford County 1812) 
  
  GSC Assoc Historical Record Products  

Bedford County Early Tax Lists, 1812-1839  
 Order Bedford County CDs 
 Using Information - Tax Lists 

 

Selected Published County Histories 

Tennessee State Archives & Library 
 

➢ Bedford County, Tennessee: Family History Book (Bedford County Historical Society, 2002) 
[name index] 

➢ Centennial Celebration, 4th of July, 1876, at Shelbyville, Bedford County, Tennessee (Cooper, 
1877) 

➢ Comin's and Goin's of Flat Creek Boys: The Way Some Country Folks Lived and the Chain of 
Ownership of the Businesses of Flat Creek, Tennessee (Hix, 1988) 

➢ Duck River Valley in Tennessee and Its Pioneers (Jacobs, 1968) [name index] 
➢ Early History of Bedford County Tennessee: Two Hundred Years Along the Three Forks of 

Duck River (Marsh, Marsh & King, 2007?) [name index] 
➢ Families of Flat Creek, Tennessee: With Special Emphasis on the Twenties and Thirties (Hix, 

1990) 
➢ Historic Normandy, Bedford County, Tennessee (Cook, 1976) [name index] 
➢ History of Rover and the 10th District of Bedford County: Lest We Forget the People and 

Things in our Corner of the World [2 vols.] (Rover Historical Society, 1999-2000) [surname 
index] 

➢ History of Tennessee from the Earliest Time to the Present: Together with a Historical and a 
Biographical Sketch of Maury, Williamson, Rutherford, Wilson, Bedford (Goodspeed, 1988) 
[name index] 

➢ Homecoming 86 History of Wheel and the 18th District (Wheel Homecoming Committee, 
1986) [name index in a separate volume] 

➢ Liberty Gap (Fults, 1996) 
➢ Old Times in Bedford County, Tenn. (Hutson, 197?) 
➢ On Thompson Creek (Whitney, 2004) 
➢ Silhouettes from Walking Horse Country (Poplin, 1969) 

https://www.findagrave.com/cemetery-browse/USA/Tennessee/Bedford-County?id=county_2426
http://usgwarchives.net/tn/bedford/bedcems.html
https://www.tngenweb.org/bedford/cemetery.htm
https://www.tngenweb.org/bedford/cemetery.htm
https://sos.tn.gov/tsla/guides/interlibrary-loan-policies
https://sos.tn.gov/tsla/services/contact-tsla
http://www.gscassociates.com/recordproducts.html
http://www.gscassociates.com/BCT_Records.html
http://www.gscassociates.com/Tax_List_Examples.html


Bedford County Locality Guide (2 July 2022) 
 

➢ Who, When, and What: Bedford County (Ferguson, 199?) 

 
  
Selected Manuscripts Material 

Tennessee State Archives & Library 
 

➢ A.H. Riddle and Company General Store (Bedford Co) Account Books, 1905-1951  (Microfilm 
Manuscript #1614, 1 reel) 

➢ Austin Shofner School Books. Bedford County, 1819?  (Microfilm Manuscript #983, 1 reel) 
➢ Bedford and Rutherford County Scrapbooks, 1900-1968  (Microfilm Manuscript #266, 1 reel) 
➢ Bethbirei Presbyterian Church Records. Marshall County, 1827-1910  (Microfilm Manuscript #24, 1 

reel) 
➢ Church of the Redeemer Records. Shelbyville, 1867-1969  (Microfilm Manuscript #480, 1 reel) 
➢ Cooper Family Papers, 1840-1913 (Microfilm Manuscript #1896, 4 reels) 
➢ Enon Primitive Baptist Church Records, Shelbyville, Tenn., 1821-2008 (Microfilm Manuscript #1999, 

1 reel) 
➢ First Presbyterian Church Records. Shelbyville, 1827-1956  (Microfilm Manuscript #478, 2 reels) 
➢ Flat Creek Baptist Church of Christ Records (Williamson County) 1830-1848; Spring Creek Baptist 

Church Records (Bedford County) 1819-1830  (Microfilm Manuscript #915, 1 reel) 
➢ H.F. Hoover Funeral Home Records. Bedford County, 1904-1941  (Microfilm Manuscript #1166, 2 

reels) 
➢ Jennings-Phillips Collection of Early Bedford County Records  (Microfilm Manuscript #1571, 3 reels) 
➢ Leonard F. Chapman Family Papers, 1786-1959  (Microfilm Manuscript #1210, 1 reel) 
➢ Liberty Baptist Church (Bell Buckle, Tenn.) Minute Book, 1831-1870  (Microfilm Manuscript #1626, 1 

reel) 
➢ Mount Pisgah Primitive Baptist Church Ledger, Bedford County, 1834-1923  (Microfilm Manuscript 

#1763, 1 reel) 
➢ New Hope Baptist Church Records. Bedford County, 1809-1912  (Microfilm Manuscript #1480, 1 reel) 
➢ Normandy Presbyterian Church Records. Normandy, 1870-1956  (Microfilm Manuscript #492, 1 reel) 
➢ William Burdette Papers, 1810-1964  (Microfilm Manuscript #1053, 3 reels) 
➢ Winchester and Erwin Family Papers, 1825-1907  (Microfilm Manuscript #908, 1 reel) 
➢ Wright W. Frost Collection, 1701-1983 Addition  (Microfilm Manuscript #1110, 1 reel) 

 
 

 

 

 

Published Local Records 

Tennessee State Archives & Library 
 

➢ 1820 Census of Bedford County, Tennessee (Porch, 1968) 
➢ 1850 Census of Bedford County, Tennessee (Porch, 1968)* 
➢ 1880 Census, Tennessee, Transcription for Bedford County (Sistler, 1978?) 
➢ Bedford County, Tennessee, Bible Records [2 vols.] (Marsh, 1977-) [name index] 
➢ Bedford County, Tennessee, Bible, Family and Tombstone Records (WPA, 1938) [name index] 
➢ Bedford County, Tennessee, Chancery Court Minutes, 1837-1845 (WPA, 1937) [name index] 
➢ Bedford County, Tennessee, County Court Minutes, 1852-1855 (WPA, 1937) [name index] 
➢ Bedford County, Tennessee, General Index to Deeds [1808-1840] (WPA, 1940) [name index] 
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➢ Bedford County, Tennessee, Marriages, 1861-1864 (WPA, 1938) [name index] 
➢ Bedford County, Tennessee, New Hope Lutheran Church Records, 1805-1836 (WPA, 1938) 

[name index] 
➢ Bedford County, Tennessee, Will Book (WPA, 1936) [name index] 
➢ Bedford County, Tennessee, Wills & Vital Records From Newspapers (Marsh, 1996) [name 

index]* 
➢ Bedford County, Tn., Wills [1853-1910] (Marsh, 1984) [name index]* 
➢ Burned Deed Index, 1852-1861, Bedford County, Tennessee (Marsh, 1999) [alphabetical 

listing]* 
➢ Cemetery Records of Bedford County, Tennessee (Marsh, 1985) [surname index]* 
➢ Chancery Court of Records of Bedford County, Tennessee (1988) [surname index]* 
➢ Clipped Obituaries, Shelbyville Times-Gazette (Fulcher, 1979) 
➢ Coffee, Franklin & Bedford Counties, TN, Polk City Directory [2004-2007, 2009-2015, 2017-

2020] [alphabetical listing] 
➢ Couch-Patton Cemetery: A Project (East Middle School [Tullahoma, Tenn.], Eighth Grade 

Class, 1992?) [name index] 
➢ Death Records of Bedford County, Tennessee (Lynch, 1984) [surname index]* 
➢ Earliest County Court Records of Bedford County, Tennessee (Marsh, 1986) [surname 

index]* 
➢ Family Graveyards: The Cook Family Cemetery and the Crowell Family Cemetery in the 18th 

Civil District of Bedford County, Tennessee (Cook, 2011) [name index] 
➢ Frosts and Related Families of Bedford County, Tennessee (Frost, 1962) [name index] 
➢ Generations of Francis Brothers (1779-1845) : A History of Francis Brothers who Settled in 

Rutherford County, Tennessee About 1815, and his Descendants [Bedford County 
cemeteries] (Brothers, 1986) 

➢ Historical Summary and Church Directory of First Baptist Church, Shelbyville, Tennessee 
from 1843-1928 (First Baptist Church, 1928) 

➢ Hoover Funeral and Burial Records of Bedford County, Tennessee (Marsh, 1989) [surname 
index]* 

➢ Jennings-Phillips Collection of Early Bedford County, Tennessee Records (Phillips & 
Jackson, 1998) 

➢ Keller Cemetery of Bedford County (East Middle School [Tullahoma, Tenn.], Eighth Grade 
Class, 1994) [name index] 

➢ Land Deed Genealogy of Bedford County, Tennessee, 1807-1852 (Marsh, 1998) [name index]* 
➢ Minutes of Wm. Frierson Bivouac, no.8, Shelbyville, Tenn. (United Confederate Veterans, 

Tennessee Division, William Frierson Bivouac, 1974) [name index]* 
➢ New Providence Presbyterian Church Minutes of Bedford County, Tennessee, 1826-1860 

(Crouthers, 1997)* 
➢ Newspaper Vital Records of Bedford County, Tennessee (Marsh, 1984) [surname index] 
➢ *Obituaries of our Ancestors as Transcribed from the Shelbyville Gazette, Bedford County, 

Tennessee (Cook, 1990) [name index] 
➢ Official Marriages of Bedford County, Tennessee [vol. 1 1861-1880; vol. 2 1880-1898] (Marsh, 

1996) [name index]* 
➢ One Hundredth Anniversary of the Thompson Creek Baptist Church House, 1889-1989 

(Stephens, 1989) 
➢ Records of the Church of Christ at Flat Creek, Bedford County, Tennessee, 1868-1981 (1981) 
➢ Shelbyville Gazette obituaries [vol. 1 - 1900-1999; vol. 1a - 1934-1940; vol. 2 - 2000; vol. 3 - 

2001; vol. 4 - 2002; vol. 5 - 2003; vol. 6 - 2004; vol. 7 - 2005; vol. 8 - 2006; vol. 10 - 2008; vol. 
11 - 2009; vol. 12 - 2009; vol. 13 - 2010; vol. 14 - 2011] (Smotherman, 2004?-) [name index] 

➢ Shofner Cemetery : East Middle School Project (East Middle School [Tullahoma, Tenn.], 
1990) [name index] 

➢ Soldiers of the Revolution in Bedford County, TN. (Marsh, 1989) [surname index]* 
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➢ South Central Tennessee Regional Polk City Directory: Including Bedford, Lincoln, Marshall 
and Moore Counties (R.L. Polk & Co., 1999) [alphabetical listing of names] 

➢ Tennessee, Records of Bedford County: Chancery Court Minute Book 2, 1846-1854 (WPA, 
1938) [name index] 

➢ Tennessee, Records of Bedford County: County Court Minute Book, 1848-1852 [2 vols.] 
(WPA, 1936) [name index] 

Bibliography 

The Land Laws of Tennessee (Whitney, 1891) Google Books 
 

"Bedford County Genealogical Records Survey," The Middle Tennessee Journal of 
Genealogy and History, Vol. 2, No. 4 (Spring 1989). 
 
"Checklist for Searching Middle Tennessee before 1820," The Middle Tennessee Journal of 
Genealogy and History, Vol. 12, No. 1 (Summer 1998).  

 

Library Titles Author / Date TSLA GRH&GC MPL 

     
A pictorial history of Bedford County, TN. Shelbyville, Times-

Gazette, 1994 
Y 

  

An antebellum boyhood: Samuel E. Tillman on a middle TN 
plantation. THQ 67 

Smith, Dwight L., 1988 Y 
  

An antebellum boyhood: the school days of Samuel E. Tillman. THQ 66 Smith, Dwight L., 1987 Y 
  

Ascendants and descendants of Jonas Bedford Hunt (1846-1927) : 
Lauderdale County, Tennessee 

Davis, David Ragland, 
1994 

 
Y 

 

Bedford County (Shelbyville). Tennessee Historical 
Records Survey, 1940 

  
Y 

Bedford County (Tennessee) Deed Books: March 1810-April 1815 NARA, 1973 
 

Y 
 

Bedford County (Tennessee) Deed Index #1-2 (Mar 1808 - Dec 1875) NARA, 1974 
 

Y 
 

Bedford County during the Civil War. [microform] / Charles Raymond 
Gunter. 

Gunter, Charles 
Raymond, 1963 

  
Y 

Bedford County during the Civil War. UT thesis Gunter, Charles R., 
1963 

Y 
  

Bedford County historical quarterly. v.1, 1975 Bedford County HS, 
1975 

Y 
  

Bedford County Tennessee Deed Book A -B (Mar 1808-Jun 1811) - Roll 
#112 

Microfilm Pub., 1971 
 

Y 
 

Bedford County Tennessee Deed Book F-H (Apr 1815- Jul 1818) - Roll #114 West, Carrie, 1981 
 

Y 
 

Bedford County Tennessee Deed Book J-N (Jul 1818 - Oct 1821) NARA, 1973 
 

Y 
 

Bedford County Tennessee Deed Book O-R (Oct 1821 - Oct 1824) NARA, 1973 
 

Y 
 

Bedford County, 1980-1987: an economic analysis TN Dept. Emp. Sec., 
1988 

Y 
  

Bedford County, Tennessee / Tennessee State Library and Archives. TSLA, 1968 
  

Y 

Bedford County, Tennessee Bible records Marsh, Helen 
Crawford, 1977 

 
Y 

 

Bedford County, Tennessee tax list, 1812. 1988 
 

Y 
 

Bedford County, Tennessee will book 1, 1847-1881. WPA 
 

Y 
 

Bedford County, Tennessee wills & vital records from newspapers Marsh, Helen 
Crawford, 1996 

 
Y 

 

https://www.google.com/books/edition/The_Land_Laws_of_Tennessee/I7kZAAAAYAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=0
https://www.google.com/books/edition/The_Land_Laws_of_Tennessee/I7kZAAAAYAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=0
https://www.google.com/books/edition/The_Land_Laws_of_Tennessee/I7kZAAAAYAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=0
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Bedford County, Tennessee wills & vital records from newspapers / 
compiled by Helen C. & Timothy R. Marsh. Indexed by Timothy J. Edwards. 

Marsh, Helen 
Crawford, 1977 

  
Y 

Bedford County, Tennessee, Bible records / authors Helen Crawford 
Marsh, Timothy Richard Marsh. -- 

Marsh, Helen 
Crawford, 1997 

  
Y 

Bedford County, Tennessee, deeds [microform] 
   

Y 

Bedford County, Tennessee, marriage records [microform] 
   

Y 

Bedford County, Tennessee, wills [microform] 
   

Y 

Bedford County, TN., wills Marsh, Helen 
Crawford, 1984 

  
Y 

Bell Buckle United Methodist Church. 100 years 1883-1993. Mildred Locke, 1993 Y 
  

Biography of the TN walking horse. Nashville, Parthenon Press, 1960.  Green, Ben A Y 
  

Britton Duke Papers [Dig Memphis electronic resource] 
   

Y 

Cemetery records of Bedford County, Tennessee Marsh, Helen 
Crawford, 1998 

 
Y 

 

Cemetery records of Bedford County, Tennessee Marsh, Helen 
Crawford, 1986 

  
Y 

Centennial celebration, 4th of July, 1876, at Shelbyville, Bedford County, 
TN.  

W.I. Crandall, 1877 Y 
  

Chancery court of records of Bedford County, Tennessee Marsh, Timothy R., 
1988 

 
Y 

 

Chancery court of records of Bedford County, Tennessee Marsh, Timothy 
Richard, 1988 

  
Y 

De wull er de wust (The will o' the wisp). TN Folklore Soc. Bull. 66  Talley, Thomas W., 
1992 

Y 
  

Death records of Bedford County, Tennessee  Lynch, Louise 
Gillespie, 1984 

  
Y 

Descendants of James and Elizabeth Fleming Ferguson, Bedford County 
(now Marshall) Tennessee 

Ferguson, Herman W., 
1988 

 
Y 

 

Descendants of Joseph Frost, Sr. : from Amherst, Bedford, & Washington 
Counties, VA to Anderson County, TN and elsewhere 

Snyder E. Roberts, 
1989 

 
Y 

 

Doors to the past: homes of Shelbyville & Bedford County.  Bedford County HS, 
1969 

Y Y Y 

Duck River Valley in Tennessee and its pioneers Jacobs, Lucile 
Frizzell, 1968 

 
Y Y 

Duck River Valley in TN & its pioneers. Jacobs, Lucile F., 1968 Y 
  

Earliest county court records of Bedford County, Tennessee Marsh, Helen 
Crawford, 1986 

 
Y 

 

Earliest county court records of Bedford County, Tennessee Marsh, Timothy 
Richard, 1985 

  
Y 

Early history & research digest of Bedford County, Tennessee Marsh, Timothy R, 
2005 

 
Y Y 

Every name index to 18 Middle Tennessee county record books Sistler, Byron, 1992 
 

Y 
 

Goodspeed's history of TN (Bedford County) Goodspeed, 1886. Y 
  

Growing up in TN.  Derryberry, Mary A., 
1995 

Y 
  

Historic Normandy, Bedford County, TN.  Cook, Jerry W., 1976 Y 
  

History of Fairfield, TN, from 1796 to 1963.  Eagleville, n.p., 1963. Y 
  

History of Rover & the 10th district of Bedford County.  Rover Historical 
Society, 1986. 

Y 
  

History of the First Presbyterian Church, Shelbyville, TN 1815-1965.  Cogswell, Robert E., 
1965 

Y 
  

Homecoming '86: history of Wheel & the 18th district Wheel, Homecoming 
Comm., 1986. 

Y 
  

Hoover funeral and burial records of Bedford County, Tennessee Marsh, Helen 
Crawford, 1989 

 
Y Y 

Huddleston family tables George Huddleston, 
1933 

 
Y 
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Hunting lies & fishy stories from Bedford County. TN Folklore Soc. 
Bull. 43 

Gordon, Robert, 1977 Y 
  

James Norvell of Colonial Goochland County, Virginia (Line of Captain 
Hugh Norvell of Williamsburg), with some Indications of his Tidewater 
ancestry: Hugh Norvell of Mecklenburg County, Viginia and James 
Norvell of Granville County, North Carolina, James Norvell of Bedford 
County, Tennessee 

Norvell, Grace, 1996 
 

Y 
 

John Theophilus Thompson (1750s-1826) : some ancestors and 
descendants in Frederick County, Maryland, Orange County, North 
Carolina, Bedford County, Tennessee 

Lebrecht, Mary 
Thompson-Lewis, 
1997 

  
Y 

Jones, Watson, Hale and Others : South Carolina, Tennessee, Arkansas York, Courtney, 1969 
 

Y 
 

Joseph Smith-Elizabeth Thweatt Families Mrs. Frances Bennett,  
 

Y 
 

Land deed genealogy of Bedford County, Tennessee, 1807-1852 Marsh, Helen 
Crawford, 1988 

 
Y Y 

Land grant genealogy : North Carolina warrants, surveys & surveyor 
plats. Data supplement 4, to accompany volume III, the first southwest 

Masters, Jack, 2012 
 

Y 
 

Mt. Hermon Baptist Church, 1830-1930 : Membership from Bedford, 
Lincoln and Moore Counties, Tennessee 

Via, Betty P., 2005 
 

Y 
 

My village Isom, Wiley S, 1994 Y 
  

New Providence Presbyterian Church minutes of Bedford County, 
Tennessee, 1826-1860 

Crouthers, Bill J., 1997 
  

Y 

Newcomb Thompson 2nd and the Civil War: an addendum to John 
Theophilus Thompson (1750s-1826), some ancestors and descendants in 
Frederic County, Maryland; Orange County, North Carolina and Bedford 
County, Tennessee 

Roberts, Snyder, 1989 
 

Y 
 

Newspaper vital records of Bedford County, Tennessee Marsh, Helen 
Crawford, 1984 

  
Y 

Obituaries of our ancestors as transcribed from the Shelbyville gazette, 
Bedford County, Tennessee 

Cook, Jerry Wayne, 
1990 

  
Y 

Official marriages of Bedford County, Tennessee Marsh, Helen 
Crawford, 1996 

 
Y Y 

Old times in Bedford County, TN.  Hutson, J. L., 1934 Y Y Y 

One hundredth anniversary of the Thompson Creek Baptist Church 
House, 1889- 1989.  

Raus, 1989. Y 
  

Pioneer schools of Bedford County & their masters. Stewart, Rose T.  Y 
  

Records of the Church of Christ at Flat Creek, Bedford County, TN, 1868- 
1981.  

1981 Y 
  

Ruth Eleanor Douglas journal : with genealogies of Douglas, Noell, 
Callaway, Clemens, Moorman and other related Bedford County, Virginia 
families, also genealogies of Douglas family os Tennessee, Kentucky, 
Missouri. Volume 1 

Harris, Ruth Eleanor 
Poole, 1979 

 
Y 

 

Sacred to the memory of Old City Cemetery, 1812-1973, Shelbyville, 
Tennessee. 

BCHS, 1874 
 

Y 
 

Sawney Webb. Sewanee University Press, 1942. 16 pp. (reprinted from 
the Sewanee Review April 1942). 

Webb, William R., 1942 Y 
  

Sawney Webb: TN's schoolmaster. NC Hist. Rev. 12 Parks, Ed W., 1935 Y 
  

Shelbyville 1810: the beginning.  Marsh, Timothy R., 
1922 

Y 
  

Shelbyville Times-Gazette sesquicentennial historical edition, 1819-1969; 
turn back the clock 150 years.  

Shelbyville, Times-
Gazette, 1969. 

Y 
  

Shelbyville Times-Gazette. Sesquicentennial historical edition 1819-1969.  Shelbyville, Times-
Gazette, 1969.  

Y 
  

Silhouettes from walking horse country.  Poplin, Richard H., 
1969 

Y Y 
 

Soldiers of the Revolution in Bedford County, TN Marsh, Helen 
Crawford, 1989 

 
Y Y 
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Speech of John M. Bright, esq., against Know-nothingness, at Flat Creek, 
Bedford County. 

G.C. Torbett & Co., 
1855. 

Y 
  

Tennessee genealogical records: records of early settlers from state and 
county archives 

Whitley, Edythe Johns 
Rucker, 2010 

 
Y 

 

The Bell Buckle years Barr, Charlotte, 1992 Y 
  

The burned deed index, 1852-1861, Bedford County, Tennessee Marsh, Timothy R., 
1999 

 
Y 

 

The centennial anniversary of TN's oldest retail jewelry business: Jno. W. 
Ruth & Sons 

Jno. W. Ruth & Sons, 
1922 

Y 
  

The country doctor & his people, 1910-1923.  Helsley, Jodie W., 
1983 

Y 
  

The educational history of Shelbyville, TN, 1870-1954. George Peabody 
College thesis 

Ingram, Joe M., 1954 Y 
  

The Frosts and related families of Bedford County, Tennessee Frost, Wright Wilson, 
1962 

  
Y 

The Goads: a frontier family Haas, Kenneth F. 
 

Y 
 

The Goodspeed histories of Maury, Williamson, Rutherford, Wilson, 
Bedford & Marshall Counties of Tennessee. 

Goodpseed, 1971 
 

Y 
 

The Jennings-Phillips collection of early Bedford County, Tennessee 
records 

Phillips, Judy Henley, 
1998 

 
Y Y 

The Mclains, by George! : the family history and genealogy of George 
McLain, Revolutionary War veteran through two sons, John Alexander 
McLain of Bond County, Illinois, Jediah Alexander McLain of Bedford 
County, Tennessee 

West, Carrie McLain, 
1981 

 
Y 

 

The school maker: Sawney Webb & the Bell Buckle story. THQ 30 (1971) Stokes, Walter, Jr., 
1971 

Y 
  

The Webb School junior room, the symbol of a school. THQ 36 (1977) Holliman, Glenn N., 
1977 

Y 
  

Webb School in celebration of its 75th birthday. N.p., 1945.  N.p., 1945.  Y 
  

The letters of W. Thomas Osborne. THQ 22 (1963) Poplin, Richard H., 
1963 

Y 
  

Wheeler cousins 
  

Y 
 

William Eakin's memoirs. THQ 23 (1964) Owsley, Harriett C., 
1964 

Y 
  

     

 


